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| CHURCH of CyurisrT 
Ia the Apoſtles times. 
And of her —_ perſecution by 


the DRaGoN, 
And her flight inro che'Wilderneſfſe. 


What the two /itneſſes are, aud how they are ſaid 
to finiſh their teſtimony, and ro prophehie. 


'The Riſing of Antichriſt, 
and his killing rhe 7 wo. Witneſſes. 
#hat b;s ſeven Heads and ten Horns «re. 


Otthe ſecond Beaſt, and his rwo Horns. 


And whar ſervice he hath done for the firſt Beaſt, 
againſt Chriſt and his Church. 


VVhart the Image of the Beaſtis ; and what 
his Mark: is. 


How the 770 witneffes doe come to life Fain, 
and when. 


The name of Antichriſt, hismunher 6 6 6. 
and his cnd, 


1 And whar eſtate the Church of Chriſt is to be .in from 
S the end of the Beaſt ro the end of the world. 
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The Authors Epiſtle to 
King JAMES. 


To his dread and Soveraigne 
Lord ] a Es the firit, of England 
Scotland, France and Ireland 
King, Grace and Peace, 


O Ww many there are, moſt No- 
Ale King, that have aimed at 
Ut the unjolding of this divine 
Sad), {hidden aepialh eewould re- 
quire the sk1ll and yertue of a Prophet to 
 referre. It ſufficeth to know they have all 
left the mark very faire and oper for 
others to bit . Wheran,howſoever therr 
ſeale, by previiedge of charitie, may find 
excuſe, yet ther 1gnorance and errour, 
within theſe caſes (n0 leſſe hurtfull to jbe 
reader,then dangerous to the writer) may 
not find the like grace. 
what I have ſeen.or dreamt, 1 fear not 
tooffer tathe cenſure of time, the diſco- 
A 2 Verer 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


verer of errcr, and mother of truth, ap- 
pornted from above, the only indubitate 
touchſtone of all divine and Propheticall 
eaterpriſes.” 41 93 *- OR 

eA yd although your Htighneſſe may 
doubt of my bold andhardy direiion in 
this dangerous and ſcopuloys ſea, wherty 
ſo many great and learned Pilots baye 
overſhot the cape,as one that feareth all 
Phyſitians for that be hath fallen into 
the hands of ſo many unskilfull, yet for- 
aſmuch as the Church ts ſick,and the phy- 
fick of this propheſue needfull, I could not 
chuſe but ſpeak the things I know,*lea- 
Ving toyour Princely guſt to judge whe- 
ther the Needle of my (ompaſſe bee truer 
touch then theirs. 

And for this propheſie was direfted 
chiefly unto Kings, untoa King I have 
the rather preſumed eo recommend the 
ſame : 4nd unto you moſt noble King," be- 
fore all other , whoſe fame of wiſedome, 
juſtice, and goodneſſe, bath adyanced 
Jour name and Scepter higher then any 
power of greatneſſe can doe. 

And although it bee preſented by one 
awaked 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


awaked out of tame, yet if t may find but 
a little proteFioz under your gracious 
favouy for a ſeaſon, yeares and age, 1 
doubt not, will give it admiration and 
honour enough. 

In hope of which grace moſt humbly 1 
reverence your moſt Prencely hands,com- 
mending all their labours to the God of 
heaven,who hath exal;ed your arm ſo high 
and made you ſo honorable throughout his 
world, 


iN 2 The 


ws 


The Publiſher to the Reader. 


T the former Epiſtle it ſcemeth that the Au- 
Bu. did preſent the expoſizion »f the whole 
Book of the Rewelation to King Fames; but 
this is af that came t9 my banas, or thit [ 
could by any means obtain, which I thought good, 
thouob it were bat the(t three chapters to pub. 
liſh abroadgbecauſe of the matters of moment 
that are diſcovered in the ſame, ſo greatly con- 
cerning the Church'f God at this day unto which 
his truth « pretious and very needfull, now eſpe- 
cially to be underſtood, confidering the many dif- 
fering contrary opinions that are taught and pub- 
lifbed. 

For thus end, and in hope alſo the publicke be- 
mg hereof,m iy © auſe the reſt to be brought forth, 
which if it do,wil doubtleſſe be to the greater ag» 
vantage of the Church aud people of God, even to 
the worlds end eAlthm gh hereby mich of the 
reſt u diſcovered, which :he asligent ſearcher and 
lever ef truth, by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit of 
God,may find ont to his comfort, So I reſt hu 
( briſtian friend, 


LE. 
REv1.3. 
Bleffxd :is he that readeth , and they that heare the 
words of this propheſie, and keep thoſe things that 
arc wri;ez2 mice 2 forthe rime is at hand, 


Imprimatur, Johz Bachilor, 
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A brief Explanation of 


the eleventh, rwelfth, and thir- 


recenth Chapters of the 
REVELATION, 


Q17 w/o 


ION 


Wherein moſt of the matters of 


oreateſt moment contained in the 
whole Book are diſcovered. 


Cua?, XI. 

I, The regenerate Chriſtians onely ar e the Church and 
beritage of God. 

3. The by due are outcaſts and refuſed. 

7. Of tht two teſtifiers and preſervcrs of truth. 

13. Antichriſt kulleth them, but the Lord reftorcth them 
tife again. 

I 5. Gree diſſent ion ariſeth thereupon: the day of judge- 
ment us ſorcfhewed. 


Verle I. And there was given me areed, like into 2 
 mete-yard ; andthe Angel that flood by me, ſaid,7iſe, 
and meaſtrerhe Temple of God, and the Altar, and 
"Them that adore thercm. 


EXE. S inacommon field, a good Sur- 
WA VA. veyor doth meaſure out each in= 
 cercommoners ſeverall, by ſtake 
or. by rod : fo inthe wide and 


common field of Chriſtians the Lord com- 
im ,udeth 


2 An Expoſition of the 


mandeth his ſervant 7ohn to ſurvey andap=- 
portion ont his Church and parcage, which 
he ſeyereth from the reſide of carnall 
Goſpellers, and ſuch like outcaſts; in xe+ 
commending unto us their inward frame & 
renewed graces, under the appellation and 
names of the Temple of God, the Altar , and 
them that adore therein ; meaning ,.that as in 
the Tabernacle.of the congregation, the hd- 
ly and moſt holy places (wherein ſtood rhe 
T able of the Shew-bread,Candleftick, Altar 
of1ncenſe, Ark, propitiatory and oracle of 
God , over-covered within'and without 
with Angel-gold; into which place: none 
but the Pric{ts mightenter and adore) were 
{eparated by a vail from the outer Court, 
where tre brazen Altar was ere&ed for all 
the houſe of [racl to enter and facrifice,and 
which theref re was called che Court of the 
people; ſo in the common field and Vni- 
verſitic of Chriſtians, they on:Ily are the 
Church and heritage of God,which are ſan- 
Aifedin heart, and holy in life and conver- 
{atiun, and ſeparated (by the vail of regene- 
ration, that js-toſay,by the tears of true re- 
penrance, and the aſſurance of pardon, and 
reconciliation tanto God in Chriſt Teſs, in- 
graven in the tables of their' hearts by the 
tngcr of the Spirit) from all'carna!l profeſ- 
ſors and nominall Chriſtians, in our is 
ut 
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x#.Chapter of the Revelation, 3 


but an outwardface and proteſtation of the 
name of Chriſt onely. | 


_— — —_—. 
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PRIX —_— 


Verſe 2. But the baſe Court which is without 
the Temple, caſt ont, and meaſure not, for it 
' 3s given 10 the Gentiles : and the holy City 


foall they tread under foot two and forrtie 
- moneths. 


Vt as for thoſe common Catholique 

Chriſtians, here reſembled to the baſe 
Coxrt which #s without the Temple, becauſe 
they are but overcaſt onely with a. profeſſion 
of my name, which hear my word, and par- 
ticipate my Sacraments, and yet are ſepara- 
ted by an unreg:nerate heart, as by a vail, 
from thoſe Alrars and Prieſts, in whom my 
name is honoured : caſt forth, faith the Lord, 
and meaſure not ;for howſoever ſuch unlea- 
vened companions ſeemto boaſt in thename 
ofmy Church, and in the proteſtation of a 
Chriſtian calling, yet they are ſo farre from 
belonging to my peculiar, ſaith the Lord, as 
rhat I have given them up in reckning with 
the reprobate of the Gentiles, and they ſhall 
juſtifie mine account and rejeftion of them, 
by their like uncircumciſed carriage and 
heatheniſh converſation : for they ſhall no 
lefle defile my holy Citie,thatis to gt 

a 


4. Ag Expoſition of the 


(hall no lefſe hate, accuſe, perſecute,. and 
keep under water the true and ſantified 
Chriſtian, then do the heathen and uncir- 
cumciſed,as by over-long experience is well 
known ro the Churc') of God, which hath 
been,is,and ſhill be (till her caprivitie be re- 
turned } oppoled for melancholy,mad, new 
fations, {chiſmatica!l, bereticall , by Chri- 
{tian Catholiques, politicians, Atheiſts, car- 
nall Goſpellers, and ſuch heatheniſh prote- 
ſtors like rothefe. 

And that the Church of God may not 
look tor other or. b=tter entertainment at 
theſe her incercommoners hands, ſhe is here 
(bythe predeterminare counſell of God) to 

be rroden like a way by theſe Gentiles and 
heatheniſh Chriſtians, 42 moneths,meaning 
monerths of yeers, every moneth account- 
ing( by propheticall ſupputation) thirtie 
yeers, as inthe verſe following ſhall be fur- 
tier manifeſted; confounding therein the 
Remitfaries of Rome, who ſweat to per- 
fwade that they are but .moneths of dayes, 
thereby ro turn the worlds eye from the 
grear Antichriſt that now 15, to a petrie An- 
tichriſt which ſhaktnever come. 
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x1.Chaptey of the Revelation, 5 
Verſe 3. And I will gre 10-my twowitneſſes, 


eſſes 
and they fall: prophefie a thouſand two Jes 
dred and fixty dayes cloathed in ſackcloth, 


Vring which time of the Churches diſ- 

graceand defolation , for the greater - 
comfort of her children, and judgewent of 
her adverſaries, I will, faith the Lord, I, by 
a wonderfull outſtretched proyidence, will 
preſerve umto the world the light & power 
of my two teſtaments, to guide their know-. 
ledge and converſation into the waycs of 
peace: Whereby the Lord manifeſtly repro- 
veth the groſſe and vain expeRation of thoſe 
that tranſlate his meaning in this place ta 
the coming of 'Henoch and Elia : whereas of 
Henachs return, either tn flefh or 1n ſpirit, 
there is no ſyllable of promiſe in all the 
Scriptures; and as tonching the fſpiriuall 
return of Flizs promifd, is already perfor- 
med, as the Lord himſelf proveth. - 

Now touching the time of their keepi 
watch while the world fleepeth, the Tt 
voweth it ſhall be rwo. and fonrty moneths 
before men:ioned ; whieh being diſſolved 
into dayes; after rhe Kalender of the He- 
brews ( whole yeer did drive thirtie dajes 
to every moneth, and twelve moneths tro 
every yeer ) amount tothe juſt number of 
1260 


Mal. 4. 5. 
Matt-11. 14: 
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6 An Expoſition of the 

x 260 daies here ſpecified : which compu- 
tation of the yeers 1s obſerved throgghone 
che whole Bible, Danze! onely* excepted, 
who counteth after the uſe and ſtile ot the 
Chaldeans, in whoſe rongue, and amongft 

whom ' he wrote; and conſequently the 
moneths being propheticall, rhat is to fay, 
moneths of yeers, which to each: account 

thirtie yeers , the reign of Antichriſt muſt 

needs endure 1260 yeers. Which manner 

of reckning yeers by dayes, though ic ſeem 

ſtrange, is uſuall notwithſtanding with the 


Prophets of God, and therefore is called 


Propheticall,as Ezekiel a day fora yeer; and 
D aniels (eventie weeks are weeks of yeers, 
every week containing ſeven yeers , as 
throughout this prophecie. Alſo the moneths 
are moneths of yeers, toeverie moneth ac- 
counting thirtie yeers, From whence we 
conclude, Antichriſts three yeersand a half, 
both here and in Daniel, deciphered by a 
time, times, and half a time, to: be yeers of 
yeers, everie yeer containing 12 moneths' 
of yeers, which ariount to-360'yeers, and 


multiplied by three anda halt, do in the to- 


tall amonnt to 1 260 yeers- 


And to the end the world may take bet. 


ter notice of theſe his. rwo- teſtifiers and 
preſervers of truth; the Lord comm:ndeth 
the knowledpe of the parties, by: the de- 

ſcription 
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x1.Chapter of the Revelation. =. 


{criprtion of their garments, in ſaying, they 
are cloathed an ſackglotb; thereby nor onely 
diffevering'itheir teſtimonies from all the 
ſoft and courtly commentaries of fleſh and 
blood, which'for- che moſt are raiſed with 
inkc&ed-matter , and. veſted with atfe&ed 
ſtile;buralfo'teaching usthatno mancanre- 
tain tothe Lord, before whom they miniſter, 
anlefſe heſeryein the ſame liverie that they. 
doe, and can turn over the leaves of his lite 
and pilgrimage infaſting and ſackcloth; and 
true repencance, 'as\theſe his ſeryants.the 
Prophets and Saints havedone. 7th 


Mn 
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Verſe At Theſe are the two olive branches, and 
the rwo candleſticks which ftand in the pre- 
ſence of the Lord of the\earth.. 


Nd theſe my two Teſtaments are thoſe 
two olive trees (faiththe Lord)defcri- 
bed by my Prophet Z zchary,which ſtandand 
frufifie before che Raler of the earth for 
ey#cr andever. For their leaf, that is to fay, 
their word.'\and judgements ſhall neither 
wither nor fade, though heaven and. earch 
ſhould periſh and melt away. Andthey are 
alſo two candleſticks, which carry in them 
thelight of my ruth, and powerof my Spi- 
rit,the great moderatorof heavenand carth. 


$ An Expoſition upon the 
verſ.5. And if any man wilt hurt them fre foul 


come forth of their month, «nd devenre their 
enemies; and if any man will hart them, [+ 
muſt be be ſlain, + {14345 2 LeB Ba) 
Ndifany man ſhall wreft their word 
from the aiae and incention; of their 
meaning (faith the Lord) or turne their pro- 
phecie out of the way, by perverting or 
clipping the hanour or purpoſe of their 
word, the fire of my wrath:denounced by 
the mcuth of cheſe my: two Teftaments (for 
chough they be rwo, yer they have but ane 
mouth) ſhall ſurelyjudge andexccute thofe 
lovers and makers of lics: and forthe more 
aſſurance of chis ſenrence againſt them , the 
Lord doch irerate.the curte and vengeance 
of his heavie dilpleaſure, faying; 4nd if ary 
man will bart them, ſo muſt he be flain; mea- 
ning (1fay) by hurting, all manner dimi- 
 niſhing of the words of their reſtimonie-by 

falſe, blaſphemons; and tying ezpoſitions, 
as {ome have done, 0 


Verl. 6. T heſe have power to ſput: heaven, that 
$:rain not inthe dayes af their propheſie, and 
they have power over the waters , tv rurne 
them into bload, and to ſmite the earth with all 
manner of plagues, ſo often as they will, 

rche Lord hathtouched che: mouth of 
theſe his 2 Prophets, as he djd the _ 
O 


xi, Chap. of the Rgvelation, 9 


of Teremy A thereſt of Nigſtr vants,of whom 

he faith, Behold thu day bawe [ ſor thee over ma- 

16015 and over kingdomes,; to pinch up, rout ot, 

deſtroy and rhrow downe, 94414 andptaiit, And 

inanother place, T berofore have'] cut theme 

down by my Prophets, and flainthem by tbe 

word. of my mouth, Such priviledges th:Lord 

harh:given totheſe his two:'Teſtamenrs, thar 

itchey once ſhur che heavens thar it rainnot 

in the'dayes'of their propheſiezthar is to ſay, 

if they denounce a Amine ofthe bread of 
life, towir;, 'rhe word and knowledge of 
God; or pronounce a {word to-come upon 
a nation, kingdome, or 'people, which the 
Lord here fignifieth by turning waters into 
blood ; or'if it pteaſeth them to prophefie 
(which rhe Lord here callethtoſtrike Jof a= 
ny peſtilence, earthquake; or other judge- 
ment to.come, ſuch power is given them, 
thatifthey ſay che word. ir is done, as it 1s 
written, Heaver andearth fball periſh, but the 
words af theiy propheſie ſhall not paſſe till' all be 
fubfilled. 


Verſ.7, And when they ſhall bave finiſhed thee | 
teſtimony the beaſt which aſcendeth from the 


depth, ſhall wage battell againſt them, and 
kill chem, : Der” 


ANd when his ſervants the Prophets 
and Apoſiles ſhall have fulfilled their 


courſe 
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10 An Expoſition upon the 


courſe; and be tranſlated from the land of 


their labours to the land of reſt, leaving to 


the world the inheritance (as it were ) of 


their miniſtry ſealed up in the ewoTeftawents. 
of God, to preſerve the feare of his Name, 
and rhe knowledge of his pleaſure among 


 theſonnes of men , whict: the holy Ghoſt 


calleth, finiſhing their teft:menie; Antichriſt 
che Braft, whoſe proper place! whence hee 
is, and whither he muſt, is heredeferibed 
by the name of the depth, ſhall nor onely 
kurt and wound them by-flanderous-and 1ys 
ing expoſitions, as bis Clerkes.and:AﬀeRts 
doe, but ſhall ſer his feet. upen their necks, 
&- tread downtheir divine authority by the 
advancing of his curſed keyes, and che beau- 
ty of his whoriſh Church : above. them, 
which the Spirit calleth wagsng battell, inhi+ 
biting them to , prophefie; or ; reach the 
words of their teftimonie vulgarly,- Arid 
not only putting them to filence,but alſo re« 
proving,condemning them for corrupters, 
ſeducers, and ſowers of hereſics among the 
people; which preſumptuous blaſphemy and 
murder,the Spirit diſcoverethin ſaying that 
he ſhall overcome themand kill them, 


"Verſe 
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x1.Chap of the Revelation. x1 


Verſe 8, And their carkaſſes ſhall remain in 
| Fhe ſtreet of the great Citie, which is. ſpivitu- 
 'ally called Sodome and Egypt, where their 
 Lordalſo was crucified, - 


A* d theletter or text of their teſtimony, 
A which che Spiric calleth their corps 
or carkafles, ſhall remain in their houſes, 
cels, temples;hang ar their girdles through' 
all the cities and kingdoms where the Beaſt 
and his Church is adored; which in regard of 
theirimumberbe here named the great Cite, 
{oin reſpeC of their execrable worſhip and 
adulterons ſervice, contrary to God and his 
holy Citie, they are here called alſo ſpirirn- 
ally Sodome; meaning, that as Sodome her 
iſter did forſake the lawfu'l uſe and pre- 
(cription of nature, and wrought filchinefſe 
againlt nature; ſo theſe loarhing truth, and 
loving lyes, ſhould ere ſtrange oblations 
and propitiations , as contrary ro the offer- 
gs and ſatisfa&ions of the Saints, as was 
the fin of Sodom oppolite to nature, 

*-And the Spirit further callech them by 
the name of &gypr, for that in blindnefle and 
hardneſſe of heart they every way match the 
preſumptuous and indurate Egyprians, (till 
purſaing and perſecyting the truth, as Pha- 
rob did Iſrae), till the God of Iſrael — 
B them 


* 
nd - - iy ha ww. | 


13 | |. K xpoſitzon of ihe 


_ and thoſe murtherers which- cried , Amay 


; faith, [x ber ſhall be found the blood of the wA- 


ek 


ww 


chem by the Spirit of his mouth, as he did 
Pharaoh and his hoaſt by water.” 

And in further deteſtation of the cruel! 
murther and immanitie of this Beaſt and 
his adherents, the holy Ghoſt layeth the 
blood of the Prince of the Covenant to 
their charge alſo, as cunningly as they 
think to conveigh bis murther;, and poſt ir 
over to Jeruſa'em. . For as the doth 
{ay the blood of his ſeryant 'eNbel ro the 
charge of the Scribes and Phariſees of his 


own time, although he were (lain "we be- 


fore thoſe Phariſees were born, or Jeru- 
falem builded, becauſe they were the verie 
image and lively imitation of his brother 
that murthered him : ſo the holy Ghoſt 
doth here lay the innocent - blood of the 
Lord of glorie to the charge of this crucifice 
and his citizens, becauſe they are the chil- 
dren and generation of that high Prieft, 


with him, ercifie bim, crc fie bim, And that 


we ſhould” not marvell thereat, the holy * 


Ghoſt in another'place goeth further, and 


poſtles and Prophets alſo, and all that ever for 
the teſtimonie of the trathwere ſlain on earth, 


Verſe 
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xi. Chapter of the Revelation. 13 


Verſe 9. Andithere ſhall of the tribes,and yeople, 
and Gentiles, ſee their dead bodies three daies 
and a balf, and ſhall nor ſuffer. their corps to 


* 


be laid in monuments. 


" 


Nd all natiens and kingdoms where 

the Bat js. worſhipped (whom the 

"oly Ghoſt for their -prophanation in |ife 

ale a » Calleth Gentiles ) ſhall have, 
j 


, 
Q.? F - 


le, and gaze. apon the lertet and corps 
{| of; his two wirneffes three daies and a balf, 
that is to ſay, the time, times, and half 


I, 
a 
tine, wherein the Beaſt ſha!l reign and pcr+ 
ecute, even three prophertica!l yeers and a 
half,” accounting ( as 10 Exekzel) all dayes 
for yeers. Neither ſhall chey ſuffer the word 
of their prophecie to beread, opened, un» 


t 

: 

: derſtood, and laid up in the hearts of the 
L people , the true and naturall monuments 
J 
at 


and ſepulchers, wherein. the teſtimonie of 
their words ought to be interred. Ti, 
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df Verſe 10. And the inhabitants of theearth ſhall 

1] be glad over them, and ſhall ſend gifts one to 

a another, becanſe theſe two Prophets torment- 
ed them: that dwelt upon the earth. 


ſe AN4 all the worſhippers of the Beaſt 


here noted for their namber by the in- 
B 2 + habitamts 
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habitants of the earth, ſhall clap their hands 
over their own inyentions, and rejoyce in 
the death of the truth, 2nd make mer 
with bonefires, Vigils, Feſtivals , Proteſt 
ons; and in not; joy, they ſhall ſend (as 
the Spiric ſaith) gifs one to. SngUAeT, Kings, 


and Princes, and people ſhall preſent 
endow the Beaſt and + Churthwith d 2. 


tions, immunities, poſſeſſions, gold and fil- 


yer offerings ,&c.andrhe Beaſt (onthe other 
fide) ſhall require their kindnes with titles, 
bels, pardons, buls, and fuch like : and' the 
Spirit yeeldeth areaſon of this their wicked 
and ungodly comfort, becauſe they had put 
out the eyes of his two Prophets, that their 
whoreJoms and prophangrions might” not 
be reproved; then which, nothing can be 
oreater tormentto the wicked ,nor more un« 
{avourieto them rhar perifh, 


Verſe 11. Aud after three dayes and a balf, the 
ſpirit of life from God emred into thews, and 
they flood upon their feet, and great fee felt 
upon all that ſaw them. 


Nd foraſmach as in the death andexter- 
mination of Antichriſt by way of de- 
pendancie, confiſteth the life and reſurre- 
Qaicn'(Cas It were: ) 'of the Scriptures'; the 
Spirit foreſhoweth, thac afcer the reign/and 
26.00 
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xz.Chap. of the Revelation. 15 


rſeution of the Beaſt, which here( as'in 
the ninth verſe)is determined by three daics 
and'a half, God will raiſe up taithfall and 
prudent Prieſts, Shepherdsof underſtanding 
1earts, who fball rightly divide the words 
and teſtimonies of his two witneſſes;which 
the holy Ghoſt fignifierh, in ſaying thar the 
ſpirit of life from God entred into chem:tfor: 
as the letter and rext of the Scripture is-the 
corps thereof,ſo their true intenrand mean- 
ing is the ſpirit and life of them ; and by the 
faichfull miniſtery of ſach as'the Lord hall 
raife in and about that rime; and for that 
' purpole, rhe teſtimonie of his two Prophets 
ſhall be reſtored co their ſtrength, and (as1r 
were) to their walking again, which'the 
Spirit fignifieth in ſaying,they ſtood upon their 
feet, as well tothe terror and aftoniſhmenc 
of all lyingand ſtapidious expoſitors, as to 
the fear and admiration of rhe children and 
juftthers of wiſdom, as the holy Ghoſt con- 
cladeth; ſaying, e-Aud great fear fell upon all 
that ſaw them, 


Ver. 12, And T heard aloud voice from beaven, 

ſaying, Come up bither : and they went up in= 

to beaven is. a cloud, and their enemies ſaw 
them. | 

Nd the reſtanration of the true m-aning 

of the Scriptures, which their enemies 

B 3 {0 
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ſo long keptunder by all najuft and cunnin 
fhifts., ſhall be more famonſly known an 
publiſhed, then that they may any longer 
hinder oc Rep the glorivus- courſe of their 
wonderfull ipſtauration,, which the Spirit 
intendeth in faying, that he beard a voice 
frem heaven, ſaying, Come «up bither ; meaning 
that it ſhould be more pofſihle for their ene» 
mies to itay Elias chariot from aſcending, or 
pull the wind back from purſuing his pgint, 
then to refilt the wiſdom of the ſame , the 
which ſhall yindicats the abyſe of the Scrip» 
tures, and by the power of their miniſtery 
(as in the ſtrength of a cloud) ſhal hold them 
up, and reſtore them to their {pirituall and 
heavenly meaning again : and the Beaſt with 
all his ſorcerers and liers, which have been 
their long and ancient enemics, ſhall ſee che 
cory of their regeneration, and wonder, 
a8 ICs : | 


Verſe 13. And in that boure there was made 
4 great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 
Citte fell, and there were ſlain in the earth- 
quake names of men ſeven thouſand, and the 
reſt were caſt inta 4 ſear, and gave glory to 
the God of beaven. | 


Nd at ſuchtime as it pleaſed Gad to be- 
gin his work of inftauration, and to 
cauſe 


A 


- ET ————— — —_ 


ko 
' 
iS oo. v 
I we ” 
, # - A 
. 


xi, Chap. of the Revelation. 157 
cauſe the day-fpring of his Goſpel to ſhine 


out of che nightof Antichrifts darknefſe;the 
abominableanddelolate profanation of the 
Beaft , whith had ſolong time over-caſt the 
earth, was in ach ſorr diſcovered, that the 
very root of his throne and uſurped authort- 
tie was dangerouſly ſhaken, which the holy 
Ghoſt cloſely toldeth up, faying, T vere >» 
made a great earthquake, And turther fore- 
ſheweth, that our of this concuſſion there 
fhould ariſe ſo great defeRion, that the 
tenthpart of his worfhippers ſhould revolt 
from him, and that this revolr and defeRtion 
muſt coſt the lives of: many thouſind men, 
which the Spirit uttereth in a manner of 
ſpeech ſtrange to us, but uſuall with the 
Scriptures, calling men names of men, as 
Chap. 3. 4. and meaning by ſever thouſand 
many thouſand, nfing the determinate num- 
ber of ſeven indefinitly, and for a number 
indeterminate, asitis alſo in Scripture of.. 
ren. Which broils and bloodſhed concer- 
ning the inſtitution of religion, are ſo ſuft- 
ciently reported in the Commentaries of 
Bohemia and Germanie, and in rhe troubles 
of Franceand Fland:rs, and other Nations, 
asif it were purpoſely regiſtred in proofe of 
this Prophefie. 
Laſtly, the Spirit conciudine, foretellerh 
that many kingdoms in this defe&ion, ſhon!d 
| B 4 --_ _ quire 
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1 
( quite forſake the Beaſt, and haſte themout 


of Babylon home again to build the walls of 
lIernſalem, and ro reſtore the. morning and 
the evening Sacrifice of praiſe 8nd thankſ+ 


giving,as in the former time,andin the daics 

of vld, in ſaying, And the reft were caſt into a 
þ feare,and gave glory to the God of Heaven, | 
4 Verf, 14. The ſecond woe #gone,and behold the 
i third woe will come quickly. a} 
1 T He firſt woe was the blaſphemy of Ari- 
# yk aniſme, which the holy Ghoſt in the 
i ninth Chapter moſt aptly reſembleth untoa 
A ſmoke aſcending from th depth, ſaying, 
is 


That the Sun was darkned,and the aire with the 
= {moke of the pit , meaning by the Sunre, the 
l Son of God ;and by the aire, the word of hjs 
a truch, by whofe enely mean and interpoliti- 
on, the objed of his Deitie was truly diſcer- 
ned:andinregard of this firſt woe which 
was kindled by efrixs, wherewiththe inha- 
bitants of the earth (as the Spiric forergld 
a5)ſhould be tormented five moneths, mea- 
ning mogeths of yeares, which by propheti- 
call account amounteth ro one hundred and 
iftie yeares, which was the time of the Ari- 
an perſecution, as inthe Eeclefiaſticall Hi- 
{tories more plainly appeareth. The: holy 
GhoR;, I fay, in regard of this firſt woe, oy 
ct 
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x1.Cbapter of the Revelation, 19 


leth the tragicall reigne, of: Antichriſt the 
ſecond woe, whoſe long;time: of tyranny 
within this Chapter, in a,generall-manner 
is declared,and:inthe 13+ chapter following, 
more particularly and exaaly diſcovered, 
though atche, writing of;this propheie, ir 
had his being qnly-in the. farcknowledge of 
God, and was not yer begun to bee afted, 
much lefle fully ended 2 yet. in reſpe& iris 
here ina generall manner:fully revealed, 
the Lord (to whom all.rchings paſt and to 
come are preſent). ſaith. 3.'T he /econd, woe ts 
goue, npon determination whereof the third 
woe muſt enſue, which, for it ſurpaſſerh 
both the former.in terror. and greatnefſe;the 
holy Ghoſtbringeth itin with a word of an- 
dience, Behold, 2he third moe. will come, niea- 
ning the great and tertible day of the Lord, 
foredenounced by his ſeryancs' the Prophets, 
in the whichall nations ſhall ſtand as priſo- 
nersbefore him , and receivc-every one ac- 
cording to'the wayes wherein: their heart 
bath walked. +33 ve! »g tow 
And becauſe the day. of the Lords com- 
ming in glory., and cenſummarion of the 
world ſhallnat long tarry. after the derer- 
mination. and..conſumption, of Antichrift, 
(as inthe laſt verſe of the 13, Chapter fol- 
lowing, ſhall bee more fully declared) the 
holy Ghoſt addeth the word, quickly, as a 
preciſe 


" 


— 
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| and he fhall rezgne for ever and ever, Amen, 
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preciſe note of his ſpeedie comming,which 
our Lord alfo in another place confirmeth 
by 4 like word immediath, (ſaying, And ins 
mediatly after "the tribulation of thoſe dayer, 
(ſpeaking of the tyranous reigne of rhe 
felte ſame Antichriſt) they ſpall fee the Son of 
#3an comming in the clouds of the aire, 


Verſ. 15. And the ſevemh Angel ſounded with 
a Trumpet, aud there were made hwd woices 
in heaven , ſaying, T he K ing domes of this 

'- rordld ave trade enr Lords and bis Ebrifts, 


He underftanding of this verſe depen- 
dethnpon the '$, Chapter , where 1 is 
faid, Aid when be ha1 opened the ſeventh Seale, 
there was mail ſelence in heaven, Gee And 1 ſaw 
ſeven Angels ſtand it the eght of God, and there 
were given them ſeven Trumpers, &#e, Where 
the holy Ghoſt meanerh by the Lamb, the 
Son of God, and by opening the Scale, a 
more particular diſcovery of all fuch things 
as concerne the eftate of his Church from 


his aſcenſion to his comming in majeſty, di- 


vided into feyen a&s', declared by feyen 


Trumpets, founded by feven Angels, of 
which atts the fixt was the pageant of the 
defo'ation of Antichriſt ; the feventh and 
aft ische comming of the Lord in the _ 
O 
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x1.Chapter of the Revelation. 21 


of heaven, and conſummation ofthe world, 
uttered in theſe wards, And the ſeventh e Ai 
gel ſounded with a Trumpet , and with'a; lawd 
voyce proclaimed the Kingdoms of thir world, (© 
long time uſurped by Monarchs and Anti- 
chriſts, which by right of Lordſhip and In- 
heritance, did eyvermore belong to the God 
of heaven,and Prince of the Covenam{ghall 
now at length bereſtored co the right Lord 
and lawfull owner,and of his reigne, :doni- 
nionand glory, there ſhall beno end: as:the 
Spirit concludeth, ſaying, And be ſhed reigne 


farever and.ever. Ame, 


Verſ.16. And the four and twenty Elders which 

ſate ontheir ſeats inthe ſight of God, fell on 

. ther faces, and adering God, faid, Wethauk 

; thee Lord God onmipotent, which art, which 

waſt, and mbych ſhalt come, becuaſe thou baſt 
. received thy great power and brightneſſe, 


'Y the foure and twenty Elders is meant 
KI the tefiimony of Moſes and: the Pro- 
phets,whofor that they fpake by the ſeven- 
fold Spiritof Majeſty which burnerh night 
and day about the Throne of God, are here 
faid to fit on their ſears inthe ſfiphr of God. 
And for thar their judgements denounced 
fromtimeto rime againſt Antichriſt and his 
Worſhippers, are now juſtified upon _— 
an 
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and the everlaſting: kingdome of the Lord 
their God (who hath ſtrerched his' wings 
from ſcate ſea,and from the river tothe end 
of lands ) isnow ſetup for evermore; there- 
fore the Spiritſaith, that they fell on their 
faces, andadoring the juſtification of God, 
brake forthin praiſes and thankifiving, ſay- 
ing, Feebank.tbee Lord God ommipatent,c. 


Verl.17. eAndthe Gentiles were angry,and thy 
wrath s come, and the timeof the.dead to bee 
Jjudged,and to render reward to' thy ſervants 
the Prophets, and Saints, and to them that 
feare thy Name little and great, and to deſtroy 


themithat bawe corrupred the earth, 


A Ndallkingdomes, Nations and people 
which have evill intreated Terufalem, 
and madea fportof the ſhame and affliftion 
of Zacob, ſhall now reap the fruit of their 
ſavage and heatheniſh lives, and (manegre 
their fury ſhall endure the wrath and judge- 
ment of him, who with juſtice{judgerh and 
fighterh, as the Spiritafhrmech,ſaying, 44d 
the Gentiles were angry, and thy wrath 1 come, 
ana the time of the dead to be judged, And the 
Spirit further teſtifieth, that che Lord (for 
whoſe glory that day was made) ſhall ren- 
der to.every one their due hire ;or wages, 
(for lotheoriginall importeth , commonly 
| interpreted 
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interpreted rewars ) firſt ro his Saints and 
(crvants, andal!l that overcome;their hire 
and wages, which by promiſe, and for his 
own Name fake, is due unto them ; Next, to 
all execrable Atheiſts, blaſphemous Catho- 
lickes, incredulous Heathen, liers, Here-- 
rickes, carnall Goſpellers, and all other 
brazen and unregenerate Chriſtians,thehire- 
and wages which to their works,and deeds, 
and merits is due, asthe Spirit concluderh, 
faying, And to render reward unto thy [ervants 
the Prophets and Saints,and to them that feare 
thy name, little and great, and to deſtroy them 
that have cortupted the earth. 

But concerning this ſeventh age, wherein 
the Lord ſhall come in Majeſty to judge the 
quick and the dead, the Holy Ghoſt defer- 
reth yet a while to ſpeake more parrticular- 
ly thereof, and reſumerh more exaQtly to in- 
ereat of theterme and perſecution of Anti- 

chriſt, am his accomplices, againſt the 
Church and Spouſe of Chriſt, that ſo the 
glory of his juſticein their juſt reputation 
and judgement, may bee mote bright and 
manifeſt, 
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4. The The Churches FF) er ſecution raiſed by Eth- 
Tick, Keane, by whoſe immanity it came to 
poſſe,that her beaxty was no more ſeen 5 ber 
ery le end' emment vracers, bet lived bere 
and there diſperſed and ſeared over the ſace 
of the earth, 
8.7 wg, great battell berween Chriſtianiſme and 
aniſme : (brift and\bis Truth overcom- 
meth Inpiter and hu profanation, 
18. The Empire her bye Throne, pre- 
tending to ſtop the float ofthe enemie, but Fj 
tending te root ont the diſperſed remuant of the 
Church. 4 
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Verl. 1. And theT emple of God WAs Sd in 
be aven,and the Ark of bu Covenant was ſeen 
in bis T emple,and there was made lightnings, 


voices thunders,cartbquakes, and great bail, 


THE Apoſtlehaving drawn in the for- 
mer part of this propheſie a flighr 
draught (as it were ) and defignment of 
Anti» 


i. 
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Antichriſt, doth now Þ_ the propheſic fal- 
lowing reviſit and perfe& the diſcovery-of 
the Beaſt,and hang him up to the view and 
diſcerning of heayen and earth. And to the 
end that this his work ef manifeſtation may 
carry inic tairand uncontrollable credir,the 
Apoſtle in this verſe aflurech us, that he re- 
vealeth no ozher word. concerning the 
Church and her preflures here on earth, du- 
ring the perſonall abſence of her Lord, then 
chat which he heard atthe Councell-rable of 
God, which hee delivereth in a manner of 
ſpeech uſuall with the Prophets, nd the 
Temple of God was opened in heaven , andihe 
ArkefbucCovenaut was ſeen in the Templeale 
lading tothe Temple of Ierufalem,8& figni. 
fying thereunder, that the words of chis Re- 
velationare no lefſe ſooth and true, then if 
he had received them fram the Oracle of 
God, which ſpake from over the the Ark of 
bis Teſtament jwithin the Temple of Ieru- 
ſalem, whoſe words and anſwers, for their 
divinicy, Majeſty,power and glory,are here, 
as elſewhere, figured by voyces proper to 
God,andnot to man, as lightwings, thunder:, 
exribquates,and haile. 
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Verſe 2: eAud a great fi ne appeared 1s bea- 
ven, 6 Woman rhathed with the A 65/if 
the 
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the Moon wnder her feet , andon her head a 
Crown of rwelye Starres, 


Vt beforethe Spirit cakes in hand todiſ- 
cover the perſecuters of the Church, it 


pleaſeth him firſt ra defcribe the Church it 


ſelfe, thac ſo the barbarous irmmanicie of her 
enemies may bee more apparent and juftly 
abhorred, being uſed againſt a creature-of 
ſuch virgin3ll, innocent and patient mode- 
ſtie, who for her rare and admirable beautic 
is herecalled agreat ſigne, or heavenly appa- 
ricion, ſymbolizing her fearful!, modeſt, ſo- 
ber and matron-like behaviour, with the ap- 
pellation and qualitie of a woman; for fo 
ſheis in holy Scriptures often called, The 


fasreſt woman gbe Kings daughter, Daughter of 


Sion, Daughter of Fernſalem, the Spouſe of 
(Chrift, Mother of the juſt, &%c, And to the 
end ſhe may thebetter be diſcerned of us, the 
Apoftle deſcriberh her garments and wea- 
ring, laying, ſhe was cloathed with the Sun, 
meaning chat fhe had pur on the Lord [efus, 
Sanne of juſtice, that is ro ſay, her Soule 
was velted with an affurance of the mercie 
and love of God in Chriſt Jeſs her Lord ; 
which jaſtice or juſtification 'of the Spopſe 
andher children, is called in holy Scrip- 
ture by way of Metaphor, T he whize Stone, 
and rhe wedding Garment, For asa Stoale or 
garment 
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garment covereth the ſhame and nakednes 
of-our vile bodies : ſo the mercie and love 
of God, inſured us in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
hideth the ſhame and nakedneſſe of our fin- 
full ſouls, And.to prove that her garment 
was truly woven of the two divinethreads, 
to wit, the affuranc? of mercie, and the a(- 
ſurance of love in Chriſt Icſus her Lord, 
the Spirit giveth in for evidence, the fruits 
of rhis her lively and juſtificall faith,cloſely 
hiding her newnefle of life, her hatred of fin, 
and her love of God,as under a vail, in theſe 
words, e-Mnd the Moon under her feet; figni= 
tying chereby, that fhe had now quice for- 
faken and forgotten her fathers houſe, that 
is; had {lain her nacurall, finfull,and wonred 
affe&ions, and was revived, andrenewed in 
mind; and with her Lord was now riſen and 
aſcended up, as he into the heaven of hea- 
vens, ſo (heto.a new cultome and carriage 
of life, far aboveand higher then the Moon: 
for all her ftudie and hearts delight was now 
it heaven,where her hope, her love, her life, 
and her deareſt Lord liveth and reigneth, 
God, to be prailed for ever and ever,Amen, 

Laſt of all, the Spiric ſetterh forth hec 
head attire, whereby her.honour and eſtate 
was beft known, and wherein ſhe moſt de- 
lighted, ſaying, that ſhe wore ott her head a 


crown made of a metall much finer then 
| C gold, 
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2old, for it was made of the doAtine of the 
1 2 Apoſtles, who for that they are the Lords 
lights, and laterns ro guide the fect of (in- 
ners when fin hath benighted them, are here 
. calledby the names of Stars, And on bey head 
a crown of twelve ſtars. 


Verle 3. And being great with child, fe cried, 
travelling and labouring te be delivered, 


Nd by the words which her ears re- 
ceived, her heart conceived, and ſhe 

was great with fear and godly ſorrow, tra- 
velling'under the burthen of her ſins, and 
reſtlefle delire to be reconciled to God: 
which anguiſh and pains of her ſorrowfull 
heart and broken ſpirit , the Apoſtle moſt 
excellently compareth ro the ſorrows of 2 
woman in travell, In which her ſpiricual! 
Ne oP pain , ſhe could by no means be 
relieved or eaſed, untill her Lord were fa- 
thioned in her, that is, untill her hearc were 
ſan&ified by faith ; for no Treacle could 
heal her miſerable wounded ſou], bur the 
a{fftrance of mercie onely ; nor any water 
could quenehthe burning flames of her reſt- 
tefſe deſire, but che love of God enely, in- 
ſar2d her in Chriſt Teſs her Lord, and writ- 
ten in the fleſhly tables of her heart by rhe 
finger 
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finger of God, according to his promiſe, his 
firſt and laſt and everlaſting covenant. 


Verſ. 4+ And another ſigne appearedin beaver, 
for lo a great red Dragon having ſeven heads 
and ten horns , and on his beads ſeven dia- 
. dens, 


'A S night doth follow day, and the ſha- 
dow rhe body ; ſo mult the crofſe fol- 
low Chriſt, and afli&ion his Church; whoſe 
Sun could no ſooner ſhine , but the envious 
man raiſed-up a mightie ſtorme of perſecu- 
tioh toclond the'brigheneſſe of her beauti- 
full beams ; which for theextraordinarie fu. 
rie thereof, the' Apoſtle callerh a wonder or 
frigne, meaning the Churches firſt and pri=- 
mitive perſecution raiſed by Erhnik Rome, 
who for his power, immanitie and malice to 
the Church of Eod, is here called - great red 
Dragon; and both for thar his Throne and 
Cirie was ſeated on ſeven hils; as alſo for 
rhat he was inall impiertie , pride and pro- 
phanarion,rthe torall ſum and epirome (asir 
wete ) of all the ſeven Monarchies , unto 
whom (from the beginning of time, ro the 
end thereof) was given and granted the 
charter & commiſſion of blaſpheming God, 
and corrupting his world (as in the 13: 
Chap, following is more particularly diſco- 
C2 vered}) 
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vered ) the Apoſtle addeth , having ſeven 
heads. 

And in regard his power did beat down 
the power of all-nations, and made ſpoil and 
purchal(e of al Kings and kingdoms onearth, 
the Spirit ſaith, he had ter: horns: tor the 
horns fignifie Kings and kingdoms, and the 
number of ten include all, be they never ſo 
many, as all numbers are made of ten, and 
their reduplication, be they never fo inti- 
nite. 


And becauſe he came to advance his head 
ſo high by the power of his {word, his Lea-_ 


ders and legions, the Spirit crowneth his 
heads with magnificence and diadems, ſay- 
ing, eAnd on hy heads ſeven diadems, 


Verſ.5. Andb tail drew the third part of the 


ſtars of beauven, and caſt themto the earth. 
And the Dragon ſtood before tbe woman 


which was ready to be delivered , that when 
ſhe bad brought forth, he might devour ber ſon, 


He head of this great red Dragon, was 
Þ his Regall firſt eſtace, governed by Ro- 
mulus and fix other ſucceſſive king-coats, 
which Senecacallcth bis infancie or nonage, 
whercin he lived ſwathed and nouriſhed in 
blood 244 yeers,as his own Hiſtorian re- 


porteth, 
The 


_ —————___—_—C——WfMlYÞ— 


ett os ie... _— EW" FOR — 


jo; pe wy popu 4 AY, yp 


ee As Ones ended aa 
” - ' 
: k - : 
9 
. 
OY 
= | 


4 


xit.Chap. of the Revelation, 4x 


The body of this great red Dragon ,- was 
his Conſuls ſecond eſtate, which Sereez cal- 
leth his fall age, part Ariſtocraricall, part 
Democraticall, and was therefore ſtiled, Se- 
watus popwluſque Romans : from whence 
partly by reaſon of his over-weight and ful- 
ſome abundance, as one of his own noteth, 
Romany laxit s munds & rerun amplituds 
damn fwit ;and partly for want of enemies 
abroad to wreak their proudand kingly hu- 
mours on, hefell into the inteſtine evill of 
civill wars at home, which did caſt him into 
his minoririe and wardfſhip again. 

And this his laſt eſtate of regiment Impe- 
riall, che holy Ghoſt here calleth bs zaz/, 
which confiſteth of a rout of Monarchs, ſe- 
ventic Keyfars long, who for that they ſo 
furiouſly perſecuted and havocked the 
blood of the chiefeſt Saints and ſervants of 
God, the Spirit faith that with his curſed 
tail be drew the third part of the ftars of beaven, 
and ca ſt them to the earth, 

Andnot contented with the ſlaughter of 
his faireſt lights and ſtars of his Church, pro- 
ceeded to defolare the whole hoaſt of hea + 
ven, even all the ſeed of the Spouſe, named 
before the Churches child, and here her ſon, 
meaning thoſe in whom by the miniſterie of 

| his faireſt ſtars Chis ſervants the Apoliles 
Chriſt was now formed, and of whom the 
C5 Church 
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Church was now readie tobe delivered ; for 
ſo much the Apoſtle untoldeth in theſe 
words, And the Dragon ſtood before the woman 
which was ready to be delivered , that when fbe 
ſhould bring forth, he might devour ber ſon. 


Verſe 6, But foe brought forth a man-childe, 
who was to govern all Nations with an iron 
rod : andber ſon was taken up to God, andto 
hss throne, SVEA»S | 


Vt notwithſtanding all their furie, the 
Church brought forth her firſt trait, | 
which for their faith,charicie, labour and pas | 
tience,the Spirit nameth a 912n-child:and be- |} 
cauſe they followed the Lord i the regenc- 
ration, and overcame by keeping his words 
ard works unto the end, they received the 
ſelf tame honour which to their Lord alone 
and in chiet delongerh, namely , that they 
(hall jdge the T r:bes of 1ſrael, and have dumi- 
n19u over the nations, and ſhall rul: them with 
a red of iron, and break their glorielike 4 potters 
veſſel, as the Lord hach pr-miſed, Matt.1g. 
aud eFpoc, 2, - | 
And in remembrance of the tender care 
and providence of God over the feed and 
firſt fruit of his Church, the Spirit conclu- 
deth,that when they had ended thcircourſe, 
zey were taken HP 0 God and to his throne, far 
fromthe reachand rage of their enemies. 
Verſe 
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| Verſ. 7. Andthe woman fled into the wildernes, 
where foe hd a place prepared of God, th. i 
there they might feed ber a thouſand two hun- 
dred and faxtie dayes. 


Vt the Church of Ged, here named 7h: 
woman, mother of this fair and primi- 
tive fruit, being no longer able to weather 
out her ſtormes, was enforced to hide her 

| beantie, and to retire her ſelf into the ſecret 
chambers of Gods providence and her own 
conſcience, and to take up her lodging in the 
deſart; not thather light was utterly extin- 
guiſhed, as her enemies reproach her: for a!- 
chough the were diſperſed, diſtreſſed, and 
enforced to hide her extraordinary and emi- 
nent graces ; yet the beautie of her true re- 

pentance and of her lively faith, ſeconded 
| witha charitable life aa patient expe. 
tion of berter things to come, ſtill ſhined as 
a candle in a dark place; and like a ſhip pre- 
ſervedin a tempeſt, ſhe remained {till the 
ſame, of whom the world was not worthy; 
never wanting the loving proteCtion of her 
deareſt Lord, who in all her troubles was 
mindfull of her, as of Elias his ſervant, or 
Iſrael his firſt born; carefullto provide her 
borh of honourable barbour and princely 


dict-Her reſting placewas reſteſle, OY 
an 
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and ſeatcered far and near over the face of 
theearth; for ſuch a lodging did beſt beſeem 
her broken andreſtiefle heart,which ſojour- 
nedinearth, bur dwelr in heaven; and did 
alſo beſt defend her perſon from the furious 
inquiſitions of ker enemies. 

Neither was her Lord lefſe loving and 
provident concerning her food, for he pre- 
ſerved for her dictthe two witnefſes of his 
eternal! Covenant,that from rheir breaſt ſhe 
might ſack the pure and wholſome milk 
of grace and lite, that fo” ſhe might be 
both nobly harboured, and princely fed 
during the. tedious and odious reigne 
of the great Whore the Church of Rome, 

who during her exile ſhould uſurp her 
C hair, and under the vizard of her name 
ſhould perſecute her name and generation 
2 thouſand two bundred and ſixtie yeers, here 
(as before) myſtically deciphered undcr 4 
tbouſand two bundred and fixtie dayes, 


Verſe 8. Anathere was waged a battell in bea- 
ven, Michael and his Angels fought with 
the Dragon; andthe Dragon fought, and his 
Angels, -  - 

A Nd at the fame time that the Temple 

of God was opened in heaven, the A- 
poſtle alſo foreſaw that great and bloodie 
contention, then which ſince rhe dayes of 

heaven 
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heaven) was never waged greater ; gram in 
regard of the armies, and great in reſpe of 
the cauſe, | 

\ Thearmies great,as well for the greatnes 
of the Generals, as for the valothr and num- 
ber of their forces. 

The Generall on the one ſide, was the 
power of God, iciphered by Michael the 
Prince of the Covenant, who ſtood for the 
children and people of the Higheſt. The Ge- 
nerall on the other ſide, was the power of 
Satan, figured by Echnick Rome, here ( as 
before ) called tbe Dragon, 

In their forces are to be confidered the 
Leaders andthe fouldiers, The Leaders and 
the Captains en the part of Michael were 
Divus Petrus, Divus Paulus, Dious Foban- 
nes, and the reſt of that divine and noble 
order of Saints. And on the Dragons part 
were Leaders and ( hieftains, Divas T ibe- 
rius, Divas Caligula, Divus Clawdius,Divus 
Nero, and the reſt of that moſt filthy and ex- 
ecrable train. 

So great was the multitude and number 
of ſouldiers,thar none of what degree, ſex, 
age, or condition ſever, but muſt be preſt 
for the one fide or for the other ; the valour 
and vertue of the ſouldiers exceeded all 
praiſe; few ſubdued many, the weak over- 
came the ſtrong, a handfull of Chriſtians a 
world of infidels. The 
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The cauſe was great, and higher thenthe 
heavens : whether God or Behal, Chriſt or 
Tapiter , Chriſtianiſme or Paginiſme were 
more venerable for antiquitie ,, majeſticall 
for amplirude, more conſtant tor continu- 
ance, and in all other reſpe&ts of wiſdom, 
honourand majeſtie more worthy to be em- 
braced and adored. of the fons of men; 
which was for life contended by the: Dra- 
gon, his Angels and afſets, and was for life 
withſtood and diſapproved by Michael and 
his Angels, and their followers. The iffue of 
this contention followeth. 


Verſe g. But they prevailed: not , neither was 
their place found any more in heaven. 


S thebattell was great, . ſo was the vi- 
Aorie glorious : for though the Dra- 
gon with his ſapient Senates , his prophane 
Angels, and his unclean abbettors, intended 
all rheir forces, moving (as itis in proverb) 
heaven and carth to make roome for the 
abomination of 7zpser, and to keep under 
water the everlaſting Lord and Prince of 
the Covenant ; as among the many monu- 
ments of time :is-ſutfciently proved and 
maintained by Orefzzs, and by him to whom 
he wrote 1m his book de Civitate Det ; yer 

the Spirit foreſeeing the Dragons wt 
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how in vain he kickt againſt the ſpur, in 
{corn of his preſumption ſaith, Bur be pre- 
| wvailed not ; and concluding aftirmeth,, that 
the poſſeſſion of heaven (fv long time uſar- 
ped by inceſtuous murtherers,and execrable 
curtizans, gods. and Sore of their own 
forging_) muſt be reigned naw to the true 
Lord and owner of all, who hath taken his 
place at the right of the Father, and hath 
depoſed for ever from their uſurped titles 
of deitie,all gods and goddefſes,phantaſmes 
made of worms, creatcd and divified by the 
inventions, relations , conſecrations, and 
canonizations of the Dragon, his Tail and 
(ucceflors, as the Spirir diſcovercth in ſay» 
ing, Neither tbe place of them was fonnd any 


more in heaven, 


Verſ. 10. And that great Dragon was thrown 
down, the old Serpent , cated rbe Devil and 
Satanas, which ſeduceth the whole world, and 
ve w as caſt into the earth , ana bu «Angels 
were thrown down with him, 


AY the great and prophane power of 
\ the Romane monarchie, which had fo 


long time oppreſfled and corrupred the earth, 
was now atlength detected, and thereupon 
difſeized of, andfrom her uſurped claim of 
heaven for ever, as the. Spirit diſcovereth 


in 
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in Gaying, And that great Dravon wa throws 
down, TE ws 

And for that the divell did corporally 
dwell ( as it were )in her, ſpreading the 
beams of his wickednefle at full, in all ido- 
latrie, impietie, and preſumption againſt 
God,andin all oppreſſion, injuſtice and im- 
manitic towards man; the Spirit crowneth 
her with che cognoments of her lire, calling 
her, for her malice to the rruth, a Serperr; 
for her crimination of the Saints,a dzve/zand 
for hoſtilitie toGod and his Saints, Saranac: 
ſpeaking therein afrer the manner of the 
Lord himfelf, who calleth his treacherous 
ſteward 4 divefl, though he were a man, be-. 
cauſe rhe fulneffe of Satan did dwell in him, 
filling his heart with fuch a perfe& hatred of 


his innocent Lord, and lamentable love. of 


his guiltie penie, thac he ſold Canaan for F- 
gypt, heaven for hell, and God for filyer. 
And becauſerthe impietie of governors, 
i5 not onely their own decay by evil doing, 
but alſo by enforcement and evill example 
the ruine of their people; the Spiric layeth 


the ſeduRion of the whole carth :to the 


charge of theDcagon,for the raling it after 
the level and preſcription of Rome, ſaying, 
which ſedxcetb the whole world;ard thereupon 
giveth juſt judgement and ſentence of death 
againſt him, namely, thatas in his beginning 

he 
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he crept out of the carth, and by the ſcale of 
1 his wickednefle aſcended fo high,as to pre-' 
ſame to thruſt his haughtie head into hea- 
ven, and build his neſt above the ſtars, as did 
his anteceſfors, Aur, Beltaſſar,Darins, Alex- 
ander, and the reſt of their compeers : ſob 
alike power of ſword and crueltie, he ſhall 
ſhortly return to his friends again, and be 
made even with the earth, from whence his 
tock and firſteſtate was borrowed ; and the: 
power of his Celars, conncell of his Sena-' 
tors, fophiſtric of his Sorcerers(which with ' 
ſuch indurate and obftinare minds ſtood far 
the honour and worſhip of devils ) ſhould 
be no longer able to uphold the reverence 
of their 7upiter Capitolinns , who was now 
deteRged for a rogue, and by the voices of 
Michels Angels (as by whips and paſports) 
was ſent home again to the place of his birth, 
namely the earth, from whence his mortal 
and vile genealogie was taken, & with him 
alto were Cefars undivified, and( for all 
their Senates proud relations) were made to 
rake up the grave for their latter enJ, and 
ſhame for their fame, and worms for their 
hericage, as the Spiric forerellerh, ſaying, 
eAnd be was caſt down untotbeearth, and hs 
Angels were thrown down withbim, 
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ycrl,11, And Ibeard a great voice in beaver, 
ſaying, Now #« made ſalvation,and force,and 
kingdoms of owr God, and the power of bis 
Chriſt, becauſe the accuſer of onr brethren « 
caſt down, who accuſed them before the ſight 
of orer God day and night. | 


TEither was this famous vicorie ob- 

| tainedin a corner,or ſpoken in theear, 
but,(as che Spirit reporteth) ſo valonrouſfly 
gotten, and 10 audibly proclaimed, rharall 
the world heard-the report thereof, witnefle 
che xecords of thoſe times, at which the holy 
Ghoſt pointeth in cheſe words,  A»d 1 beard 
a loud voice in heaven, ſaying, and ſounding 
the viorie of Chriſt and Chriftianifme a- 
gain the Dragon and his Angels, his ſorces 
rers, and their prophane and idolatrous pas 
#aniſine, in'theſe devout anddivine notes; 
Now # made ſalvation, and force, and the king< 
dome of onr God, and the power of his _—_ 
and yeeldeth a reaſon of this ſo pious and 
revumphanc joy, becauſe the folly and furie 


_ ofthe Dragon and his Angels,whichſo con- 


tinually accuſed the Saints/and ſervants: 'of 
God, for peſtilent fellows, moversof fedi- 
tion, maintainers of ſcat, pollurers of the 
Temple, teachers of new gods, enemies to 
Geſar, word-ſowers, babbless, blaſphemers, 
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is'now upon ſetting and going down for 
ever. Which death and downfall of: their 
ſpiritnal] whoredome, che holy Ghoſt dif 
Joterh, in ſaying, becauſe the accuſer of our 
brethren 1 caſt forth, —- 

And for -the greater comfort of the 
Church, and judgement of her.enemies, 
concludeth/, that there is a-perfeRt cotirr- 
roul kept, as wellof the ſufferings of :che 
Saints, as'of the flanders of their foes; fo 
opcnly commirted in the face of the Courr, 
and before a Judge of ſocclear a fight and 
erernal! memorie, as that they ſhall never be 
diſcharged or forgotten, the Spiritinferreth, 
ſaying, who accaſed them before the ſight of our 
God day and night. 


Verſ. 12, e-Tnd they overcame him by the bleed 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teſtimo- 
ne ; and they loved not their lzves even unto 


the death. 


, 

; . Aﬀt of all; the holy Ghoſt difcovepeth 
: the : ſpirituall armour and weapons 
- | wherewiththe Angels and ſervants of 443- 
chael obtained this famous vitory over the 
Dragon and his ſeQaries, and ſaith, that 
they were tempered of theſe. two divine 
yerrues,faith and patience. For by the ſhield 
of faith, which the Spirit (by a metonymic} 


calleth, 


A 
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calleth, the blood of the Lamb, and with the 
ſword of his rwo witnefſes,and by the word 
of their teſtimony,they overthrew all forces 
and arguments drawn from reaſon or read- 
ing , which che Spirit obſerveth -in theſe 


words. eAnd they overcame bim bythe blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony; 
and-all ſach arguments as were drawn from 
the block, as fire, ſword, perſecution, inter- 
dition, and ſuch like, the children of the 
Church quenched chem with tears, prayers, 
paticnceand martyrdome,as their Lord had 
given them charge, and lefr them example; 
which the Spirituncovereth tn ſaying, And 
they loved not their lives eveu untothe death, 


Verſ. 13. T berefore rezoyce O heavens, and 
you that awell in them, Wo to the earth, and 
to the ſea, becauſe the divell 1s deſcended to 
you,baving great wrath, knowmy that he hath 
bnt a little time, " | 


S after victory followeth divifion of 
ſpoil, ſo the Spirir huts. up | this hea- 
venly conqueſt with cruumph and joy, invi- 

ting thereunto all the Saints and ſervants of 
God, which have trom time to rime main- 
tained and defended the honour of his name 
againſt the Dragon, his ſorcerers and force. 
ries. And becauſe by their good PR. 
alc 
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godly converſation the y teſtified the glory 
of God ( as do the heavens ) by their obedi- 
ent converſions, the Spirit crowneth them 
with the name of the heavens,flaying, T here« 
fore rejoyee ) heavens , and.you that awell in 
them. 

And on the other part, pronounceth wo, 
firſt to all nations and kingdoms acceffarie 
cotheſe ſpirituall whoredomes of the Dra- 
gon, whom ( according to their earthly 
mind)he moſt aprly re{embleth to the earth; 
next, to the Empire ic ſelf, as the ſcelerun: 
caput and ſtable of iniquitie, whom for his 
fearfull power andunbridlcd rage, the Spi- 
ric moſt <legantly calleth by the name of 
the Oceax, and the Scat: and concludeth his 
wo with a reaſon why, becan'e both in one 
and other , the power of Satan had taken 
ſuch deep root, thar the more the light of 
the truth did bewray their madneſſe, the 
more they ſtrove and (tormed againſt it;and 
{> mach the rather, becauſe their fin was 
nw ar the higheſt ; and that the kingdom 
of Chriſt did gather ſo fat upon them, that 

| fof neceflitie a mutation of their forcrunes 
: | muſt needs follow, with a ſubverſton not 
onely of cheir Paganiſme, but alſo of cheir 
power Cefaricall, which the Spirir cloſely 


- | foldech upintheſe words , Knowing that be 
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ith but alittletime ; which one Apoſtle alſo 
5bſerveth, 2 Theſſ.2. 


Verſe 14. eAad when the Drugon ſaw that he 
was thrown to the earth he perſicnted the wo- 


man that brought forth the man-child. 
ANd when the raging Romane Em pire 
** law that hismainrenance of Fwpiter and 
his idol artof making fhrines was to deſcend 


for ever, (as among many voices, fome even 
to this day are heard to crie vengeance upon 


his idols, inforcingthem with (ſhame to re- 


figne their uſurped titles of gods and claim 
of heaven to the true Lord and owner 
thereof Jhe rook rhe courſe of the wicked, 
whoſe cuſtome 1s( as one of their own no- 
teth ) malitiz aliz aliam trudere , and to adde 
fin tofin, ( as a holy one faich ) co quench 
his thirſt wich drankennefle: tor fo preceed- 
ed this Beaſt, adding to his blindneſle bold- 
neſſe, redeeming his blaſphemie wich rage 
and perſecution; and was fo tar from coming 
to himſelf, and taking up repentance to 
waſh away his crying ſins, that ( as the Spi- 
ritconcludeth )he more and more purſued 
the Church, and perſecuted the woman 
which brough: forch her firſt born and pri- 
Mitive fruic, here called for their faith, their 
patieace,& their godly valour ihe Ea ne 

Verſe 
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Ver. 15. Aid there was giveniti#to the woman 
70 wings of the great E agle, that ſhe mizhe 
flie wirs the deſart, unto her place, where ſhe 

#2 nowriſbed for # time, and timer, arid half 
a time, from the face of the Serpent, 


I Ve the Lord, who had ſo dcarly boughe 
41.3 his Shunamite, was no leffe careful} ro 
preſerve and carry her to the Þlice of her 
reſt, with a ſtrong and out-ſtretched provi- 
detice; even upon his own cwo wings, whoſe 
feathers were made of the truth of his pro- 
I miſe, ſeated and delivered by the handof his 
' Irwo wichefſes; which the Bridegroom of 
| purpoſe left with his Spouſe, to accompany 
and guide het whenſoever ſhe removyeth. IF 
ſhe travell by day, they are het leading 
cloud; if by nighr, they are her pillar of fire: 
it he Alle, they lend her wines;if ſhe wander, 
they Harbour her; if ſhe be naked,chey cover 
her 4 if ih prifon, they viſit her ; if captive, 
they Fedeem her; if ſhe be weak,they ſuſtain 
her; if blind, they lead her if ſhe be heavie, 
they comforther; if ſick, they recover her; 
if ſhe donbt, they reſolve het; if ſhe erre, 
they direC& her: if ſhe thirſt, they give her to- 
drink; and if ſhe hunger, they feed her, and 
make her ſo ſtrong of conſtitution , thar af- 
flitions are rcjoycings to her , baniſhmenr 
2 A 
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4 6 An Expoſution of the 


a haven, diſperſion a friend, lofſe and death 


advancage. And by theſe comforts ( as by 
hands)chey mighr convey her to her ſolizude 
andreſtlefle place ot reſt, as the Spiritdiſco- 
vereth,ſaying, But there were given ts the wo- 
man two wings of the great Eagle,that ſhe n1ght 
fie into the deſart, unto her reſtzng place,where 
ever ſince her primitive diſperſion ſhe hath 
lived ſtrowed & ſcatreredfar and near over 
the tace ot the earth, ſeen and known of her 
Lord, by whom ſhe 1s proteced, and of che 
childrenot wiſdom,of whom ſhe is juſtified: 
and ſo doth and mult remain hidden and re- 
tired intothe privie chambers of Gods pre- 
vidence,and her own conſcience, during the 
reign of Antichriſt , whoſe curſt and arro- 
gant ſupremacie was to riſe out of the aſhes 
of the Dragons Empertoritie, as the: holy 
Ghoſt prophecicd. 

And thus, hiding her eminent primitive 


graces, muſt cloſely and ſilently keep the 


Lords watch, and ſtand upon her honour- 
able guard three propheticall yeers and a 
half, here ( as in Daniel) determined by a 
time, and times, and halfa time, from the 
reach andrage of the Serpent, his tail an1 
{ucceſſors, 


Verſe 
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Ver. 16. And the Serpent caſt out of his month, 
after the. woman, water, as it were a flood, 
that be might make ber to be carried away 
with the flood. 


Nd when the Dragons train of Cefars 
(who for their malice tothe truth, and 
ſeducing the Nations, are here called by the 
name of the ancient enemy and ſeducer of 
mankind,the Serpent) faw that they could yo 
longer havock the Church of God, by rea- 
fon of her cloſe fighr and ſecret diſperfion, 
they deviſed to purſue her with theirbloody 
edis and ſacrilegious confticutions, which 
they breathed our againſt her in ſuch raging 
and furious manner, as the Spiric thercfore 
reſembleth the violence of their barbarons 
inquifitions, and unprincely reſcripts unto 
theunmercifull rage and current of a flood, 
hoping that 2s by Ber unplacable farie chey 
had diſperſed and driven the Spouſe to cor- 
ners, ſoby the due executionof rheir cruell 
prom gations they might utterly coniume 
er generation, and blot out all letrers of 
her honorable name; for to that White one- 
ly they aimed, as the Spirit concluderh,T hat | 
be might mabe her to becarried away of the flood, 
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Verſe 17. «And th: eartbbolp the Womay,aud 
the earth opened ber mouth, aud ſwallowed 
1p the flood which the Dragon eaſt out of h1s 


mouth, 


Vt in relief of the Churches preſſures 
and perſecutions, her Lord gave charge 
unto his handmaid the earth,ta comfort, help 
and ſuccour her his Spouſe: and as Moab 
was charged t> hide the chaſed Iſrael of 
Gad, and not bewray him that was fled and 
elcap-d,but to dwell with him, and togiye 
him covert and prote&ion from the face of 
the deftroyer ; ſo here the earth was com- 
manded x0 reach forth hex helping hand, 
and to take in and harbour the Lords exiles, 
in the ſecret chambers of her deſarts, moun« 
tains and caves, that ſo ſhe might either at- 
ford her cloſe and quiet ſafeguard , or in 
witnefle of her faith, and proof of her pa- 
tience, receive the blood which her curſed 
brethren ſpilt ; which. courceſje and tender 
favour, the Spirit remembreth to the per- 
petnall praiſe of rhe benefaftors of the 
Spouſe, ſaying, But the earth halp the Womap, 
ard open'd her mvuth , and ſwallowed up the 
flood which the Dragon caſt out of his. mouth. 


Verſe 
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' Verſe 18. And the Dragon was wroth againſt 
the Woman, and went to make battell with 
theremmnant of her ſeed, which keep the com- 


mandments of God, and have the teflimonie 
| of Feſms Cbriff . * 


A Nd notwichſtanding the Dragon by 
his tail of Ceſars had thus maſſacred 
and diſperſed the Church, yer was he not 
ſo ſatisfied, bur for very rage fell intoa me- 
lancholy mood, for cauſe he could not quire 
conſume and root her honour out,as the Spi- 
ric dilcloſeth, ſaying, end the Dragon was 
wroth againft the Womans | 
And foraſmuch as the Churches beautie 
did moſt ſhine in the Eaſt Syria,Greece, Aſia, 
where ſhe was born and bred, the Dragon 
| thovghrir his. beft (in policie, which ever- 
| | morewithhim was held for chiefeſt rel1gi- 
, | on) to itch and ſet forward his den,and hold 
| | his Court further Eaft ;- which purpoſe of 
* | his, ascloſe as it was, the holy Ghoſt diſco- 
- | vereth, in ſaying, And he went; and noteth 
> | rhe true end wherefore he went, not ſo 
, | much tobarricadeand itop the float and in- 
curſion of the barbarous enemue, as he (for- 
ſ{ooth) pretended,as to purſue and conſume 
the diſperſed remainder of the Spoule,as the 
e | Spirit unfoldeth, fayins, to make 9:ttedi wm 
the 
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the remnant of hey ſeed , who for that they 
were jult of the making and growth of the 


Churches firft and primitive fruit, holding 


the myſterie of taichin a good conſcience, 
as the firſt born-did, the Spirit ſerrerh them 
forth jn the ſame lively colours, laying, 
which keep the commandments of God, and bave 


the reftimonae of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Verl. 19. And be ſtood upon the ſand of the Sea, 

ANd the Dragon removed his throne, and 
left his ancient ſeat and citic of Rome, 

where he had now keptcout almoſt a thou- 


{and yeers, and went and pirched.his throne 
anew 1n a haven town, berween Pontus 


Euxinus and Propontis in the Eaſt of Thra- 


cia, anciently calied Byzance, and there e- 
reed thenew citie of Rome, and called it 
after his own name Conſtantinople the citie 
of ('onſtantine; which tranſlation ofhis reſj- 
denceand chair of eſtate, one ofthis own alſo 
notetl;: : 


Conſt intinus apud Thraces , qua Boſphorus 
equar IS 

Thracius Eaxints Fgenm ingurgitat und, 

Conftituit fedem Imperii, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 
The deſcription of Antichriſt, aud bz devota- 


ries, 
T he deſcription of bss Clergie, and of bis veli- 
wn, 
T he CharaFer of Antichriſt, 
The number of bis dayes , aud the end of his 


reigne, 
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Verſe t. And I ſaw a Beaſt aſcending from the 
Sea, having ſeven heads and ten horns,and 
npon bis horns ten diadems , and upon his 


heads names of blaſphemie. 


Nd preſently upon the remove and 
tranflation of the Empire, the Apcſtle 

eſpied that wicked one, Antichriſt, 
man of fin, 1n ſaying, And T ſaw; who in re- 
gard of the tyrannous power and bloodie 
uſe of che unbridled juriſdiaion that ſhonld 
be given him, he is here termed (as in holy 
Scriptures other Monarchsarc) A Besft,thar 
1s to ſay, a kind of government, kingdome, 
dominion or power,exerciſed and afted by a 
ſucceflion of tyrannous, bloody ard heaftly 
men. And 


” 
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| And albeit his perfeRion inevill ſtood yer 
! aloof, and was very far off, young and ten- 
; » der,as lying in ſwathing clouts ; yetthe A- 
poſtle deſcriath him, as it were through a 
chink, in ſaying, coming up, For after the 
tranſlation of the Empire,and that now Eth- 
nick Rome began to play the Chriſtian, he 
was well-nigh an hundred yecrs cloſely 
creeping and climbing up, before he could 
advance his curſed head and claim of ſyper- 
eminencie. Concerning which ambitious 
puffe of vain prioritie, ſo fair and evident 
mention is made in the monuments of tirne, 
that the incredible boldneſſe of the adver- 
farie is no lefle marvellous then his incura-» 
ble blindneffe, that hath ſolong time ſtum- 
bled atthisſtane, and ſo ofcen ſpurred us by 
way of vaunting, to ſhew them (if wedare 
or can ) when this apoſtaſie of Antichriſt 
took her riſe and firſt commencement: 
which daring yaunt of - theirs, the holy 
Ghoſt tripping over as a thing which is or 
ought to be known unco us, namely , that 
the horn of Antichriſt and his apoſtaſte did 
then firſt ſprotit out, when his Church firſt 
obtained at the Dragons hand prioritie of 
place, ſuffrage andeenfure over all, For as 
the trce puls up the creepins 1vie,fo the pri- 
macieof the Church of Rome pulled upthe 
_ aſpiring ſupremacts of the Riſhop "m— 
which 
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which Church preheminence and prelation 
(after long rufflingand ſhouldring) was firſt 
obtained at the hands of Honorizs (though 
afterwards upon greater concertatian and 
daggers drawin z, it was by other Ceſars and 
Kings confirmed, renewed and ampliated) 
| who by the adyantage of the weakpneſſe and 
death of hiselder brother 4roadizs , having 
obtained powerand proteQorſhip Eaſt and 
Weſt, ſhbjeted the Church of the Eaft Em- 
pire (which moſt withſtaod the Weſt and 

Romane ſupremacie) with all ocber Chur- 
ches whatſhevyer, tothe Church and See of 
Rome, at the inſtant: fuit and 1mporeunztie 
of the now Biſhopof Rome, whole name 
was then Zvnecex: thefirk, in the firſt yeer of 
his creation, and in the yeer of Redempti- 

on 406. 

Bur the holy Ghoſt (I fay )paſmng over 
che punuall and exa& momeng- of tivne, 
when the egge of Antichriſt and:tiis Apoſta- 
fie was fark laid, as. otherwhere ſaflicieaty 
preſerved unto us, proceedeth to detect the 
place. where and trom whence be ſhould 
ariſe, laying, thathe aw bim kft up. bis hav- 
die head from the fea, meaning by the ſea, as 
in rhe ſixteenth of thisprophekie,, the ſur- 
ging, tumblivg and:raging Sea and Citie of 
Rome, where alſo by a tke loquution he 
calleth all kingdoms fubjeedto. herby the 


naine 
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name of rsvers, And that this Beaſt ſhould 
thence ariſe, and there(and not elſewhere ) 
keep court and refidence,the Spirir proveth 
by an argument drawn from the ſhape and 
proportion of the Beaſt, for he had the ſeyen 
headsand ten horns of the Dragon, meaning 
that he ſhonld fit upon the Dragons hils, 
andreign in and over the Dragons citie, and 
aray himſelf with the ſpoils of the world, 
and hold in ſubje&ion rhe Kings and States 
on earth, as the Dragon did ; for ſo much 
the Spirir intendethin ſaying, baving ſever 
beads and ten herns. And leſt the unwarie 
Reader ſhould miſtake this great Antichriſt 
for thargreat Dragon , or this Beaſts ſupre- 
macie and his peſtilent ſucceſſion for that 
Beaſts ſupereminencie and his execrable 
rail (as many unwarily have done ) the holy 
Ghoſt in emblazoning his coat, giveth him 
a moſt exquifite difference, in ſaying-that he 
wore his diadems, not upon his heads, as the 
Dragun did, but upon his horns ; ſignifying 
thereby, that he ſhould not come to his 


Crown and vain-gloryby the ſtrength of his | 


ſword, his Leaders and his legions, as the 
Dragon did, but by the baſe and volunrarie 
ſubmiſſion of all ſuch Ceſars, Kings and 
Princes as ſhould with one counſell and 
force, deliver up theirauthoritie and power 


ſecular to the devotion and pleaſure of rhe 
Beaſt; 
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Beaſt; and therefore the Spirit crowneth, 
not his heads, but his horns, ſaying , and up- 
on bzs borns ten diademss. And concluding 
ſheweth( even by his head-atrire ) how far 
nnlike this Dragons High-Prieſt of Rome , 
was and ſhouldbero the Lords High-prieſt 
of Jeruſalem, who (inſtead of having his 
head-attire emblemiſhed with holineſſe to | 
the Lord, as had his ſervant eAaron) ſhould 

have | his head-peece beſlubbered -wich 
names of blaſphemie, and «pon his beads names - 


of blaſphemie, whereof proof is made in the 
ſixch verſe following. 


Verſe2, And the Beaſt which I ſaw was like 
to a Leopard, and hs feet as a Bear, and his 
mouth as the mouth of a Lion, and the Dra- 
gongavebim by own force,and his throne,and 
great power, bo: | 


Nd foraſmuch as the Apoſtle fore-ſaw 
A that this Beaſt ſhould be a far greater 
 adverſarie, and afar longer perſecuter of 
the Church of God then any of the Monar- 
chies which did ariſe afore him ; he ſhaped 
himan outſide anſwerableto his inward ma- 
king, framing his parts of the moſt notable 
perſecuters that ever werez as concluding 
him for his extraordinarie wickednefle the 
odde fellow, the totall fum and very accom- 
pliſhment of all ether, And 
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| 56 An Expoſitton of the 
| And firſt for his preſumptionin extolling 
| himſelf above the Prince of the Covenant, 
defouling his ſan&uary , deſolating his fa- 
crifice, butning his ſtatures, and inforcing 
. the huthble and meek to the abnegarion of 
the cruth, by blood, fire, {trappadots,and 
ſuchlike exquiſite rorments ; the Splric re- 
 ſembleth him to his- arch-type e-Ftiorbrs 
deſcended from the Monarch of Greets, 
here (as in Daniel)deciphered by a Leopard, 
eAnd 1 /aw the Beaſt like a Leopard, | 

Scoondly, in ptide of life, in pomp and 

luxurie, the Spirit equalleth him with the 
Monarch of Perſ1a, and likeneth his arrogant 
and velupruons gate to her ten Kings, here 
(as in Darnzel) decipheted by a Brare - e-L1d 
bis fit a8 of a Bear, 

Thisdly, the holy Ghoſt aſcriberh unto 
him the proud, prophane and curfed month 
of the Monarch of Babylon, in commanding 
the dwellers on earch (upon pain of fire and 
fornace ) toadore his golden ſdol, which he 
had dedicated with cornets, fickbuts, pſal- 
reries, dulcimers; which alſo the Spirit co-' 
vereth (as Daniel doth) under the mask of 
a Liots, And bis month 48 the inomth of 4 Lo. 

And-1aſt of all, teft haply he ſhould be 
leaſtbeholding unto his Bells Nympha , His 
deareſt Lady and miſtris6f Rome, the hoy 
Gholt faith, rhiat the love of his Patron - 
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the Dragon, was equall to the love of a fa« 
cher foweee oy ; for ſhe made peo 
apparent, and Lord of her Empire, fubje& 
_ all things to the feet of his cenſure, and 
confirming unto him her throne and palace 
of Lateran, with all the demeſnes and glory 
of Latinm, as one of his own alfo noterh, 
Latinmgue relmguit Chriſte, & Rowulcam 
ſeptery Cum collibus nrbem, 


Verſe 3. And 1 ſaw oneof bis beads uw it were 
flain to death, but the wound of bis death was 
cred, and all the earth was in admiration 
#fter the Beaſt, 


AR preſently afcer this great Antichriſt 
was riſen, the Apoſtle forcfaw fuch a 
wound given to one of his heads, that rhe 
Beaſt was in eminent danger to be firicken 
down again, and Cain in the very egge ; for 
ſo much cheSpurit nocech in laying, And 1 
ſaw ore of bis heads 45s it were flam to death. 
For the better opening of which wound,we 
mult not onely remember the Beaſt hath fe- 
yen heads, but we muſtaliſoſtepa lirtle for- 
ward, mw, crave the af Cancer the ſcyen- 
ceenth Yer concerning the interpreta- 
tion of the Fren heads, which ſaith, chat zbe 
ſeveu heads are ſeven hils, and they we * 4 ſever: 
Kings g diſcovering the true 
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tion of the citic of Rome, where Antichriſt 
ſhould keep his court and reſidence, by the 
wen hils. 

And by the ſever Kings the ſeven Monar- 
chies, which from che beginning of the 
world to this day have {uccefſively riſen and 
reigned over the carth, of which ſeven, the 
Afyrian monarchie was the firſt, and the 
Romane the ſixth, of both which and their 
pue-fellows, is further revealed in the 17. 
Chapter following. Meantime weare here 
to obſerve, that as the holy Ghoſt doth rher- 
fore call his ſeven heads by the name'0f (e- 
ven hils, becauſe the ſear of Antichriſt 
ſhould be there-, agd not elſewhere placed 
and planted; ſo he nameth them alſo ſever 
Kings, becauſe the power of Antichriſt 
ſhould be an extraordinarie ſoveraigntie, 
compounded of ſuch ſpiricuall and rempo- 
rall claims and juriſdictions, as ſhonld be 
equivalent in preſumption and prophana- 
_ tion,to all the tranſgreſſions of the ſeven 
Monarchies, which from rhe beginning hi- 

theranto have blaſphemed God, and cor- 
 rupted his world. | 

This foundation laid, doth ſhew, that this 
deadly wound given to one of his heads, 
which (as after appeareth) was the wound 
of a ſword, cannot be meant of any one of 
bis heads after the firſt ſagnification, as they 
are 
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are hils; bur as they are Kings, and ſubje& ro 
| rhe ſword-:: and! fo by confequence mten- 

deth'char ofre of his Imperiall heads, and 
namely his faite Ado»#,his minion, lordand 
mater of Ronte, of whom hee had ſo lately 
received his breath and being, was ſo dead- 
ly:wounded,as that the Beaſt himſelfe there- 
by was in great danger of 'extinfion. Thus 
having founid'the head, let ug looke unto'rhe 
wound, that ſh wee may the. berterdiſcerne 
the great danper the Beaſt was its detiv ered 
intheſe words, a55t were flaine to-dexthb. This 
deadly wound wat given and: driven hbvme 
tothe head; by the {word &incurfiotrof che 
Weſt Gothes,ander the leading of Alarierr, 
who'itithe nineteenth yeareof Ceſar Hine 
Yar (of whom the Beaft ſome foureyeares 
before had received his life )) encred/Iraty, | 
andgave luch ad&adly ſtroke anco his pow- 
erfall patt;, that for very feare the Beaſt 
leke Finnfe 184 up'in his den ac Ravenna , 
whilethe' enemy ript up the ftreers of his 
Inperiall citic;Hlling chem with famine, fire 
ardfw ord; whichnighrof woe, or rather 
beginning of her wofull night, made an an- 
cient 'friendof hers, who in-her youth did 
1oveher over well, to bewalle and' biridup- 
her deadly wontided head, with an o] d'Bat- 
lad, after che rune of theburning of Troy. 
Dus 0) :Gems illies noftir, Nee Lot apy 
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Vrbs antiqua rust multos dominata per annos. 
And having thus mortally, wounded the 
head of the Beaſt ( in the yeare of ſalyation 
410, and 1157. yeares after Rommlus had 
raiſed her walls with his brothers blood) 
proceeded ro ſeize upon the reſt of his digni- 
ties, havocking and burning his chiefeſt ho- 
nours, Latium, Campania, Apulia, Luca-« 
nia, Calabria, where raging and deviſing 
how to extermine the power of the Empire 
for ever, & to ſpread his glory over all, was 
by ſudden death. blotted out, leaving his 
poſc and his Army Royall to his wives 
rother Atax/phus, who in like raging haſt | 
and fury returged to Rome, with an obſti- 
nate intent and reſolution to obliterare the 
ancient name of Rome for eyer, and-to call 
her (in honour of his people ) Gothia, or 
afrer his own name Hang + which coun» 
ſell and purpoſe of his,had itbeene effeed, 
{ir Ancichrilt withall his primacies and ſu- 
premacies had bid us good nightlong ago; 
and all his gainefull enterludes of Fides ve- 
ſtra, and Ne aeficiat fides t#a, and Paſce over, 
and Thi d2bo claves,and Guorum remiſeritis, 
wich all his peſtilent painted traine of ſuc- 
ceſſion, had beene daſhr in repeating, before 
everthey had come onſtage, Butto the end 
this recovery mightbee the plaguc-ſore ' 
ene 
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the earth, hisdeadly wound was healed, as 
the Spirir ſaith, but the wound of his death wat 


I cured. For by the pleaſing prayers and ſub- 


till interceſſions of the Emperours fiſter 
Placidia, whoſe beantic and body was e- 


| ſpouſed to Atanlphas, fr ſuch a cimehis 


furic was averted, and his deſigne diflolyed, 
and himſclfe not onely content ar her amo- 


| rous mediation to grant the cicie of Rome 


rdon for her name. - bur; alſo to leave 


{ her eclipſed and dying honour, with all 


ber Italy ,..tv her ſtapitied Honorins , who 
for feare was crept - into his earth at Ra- 
venna ; and, taking his ſpouſe Placidia 


{ with -ſuch dower as himſeife liſted, de- 


parted Italy ,. and picched his tabernacle in 
France, then one of the chiefeſt provinces of 
the Weſt Empire. And to this plaiſter the 
Spirit pointcth, in laying , but the wound of 
bas death was enred. . 

And the holy Ghoſt foreſecing the great- 
neſſe of the Reaſts power to come, which 
wasy:t but like unto hisfin 5 and how that 
Satanhis creator, who had formed him after 
the image and perfetion of his owne wic- 
kednefle, ſhould aff>rd him ach letrers 
commendatory to all the world, which na- 
turally loveth wicked inventions, that the 

rimacie of his Church and ſupremacie of 
lis perſon Sip" + wal obraine 

; 2 the 


CO OG EI on _ - | 


- 


Pan,s, 


"/ 


62 An Expoſition of the 


the praiſe of the earth; conthideth of him 
in chi manner, And af the rode " ” _ 
ratson of the Beaſt, | 3 4:1 161 


Verſe 4+ And they adored ith þ Droged which 
' gave power to 4 Beaſt, md they! ado- 

E red the Beaſt, ſaymeg, Whois like unto the 
wy cf or _—_ _—— part: LITER 


Nd the thildven of ntebeliefe aſcribed 
ro the Drigdninhibired honours,deck- | 
inghi heathen Chriftendom withinimes 
ot holy, auidmeſt holy; titles dte'to- God a- 
lone”; wy" adored his execrable;inven- 
tions and DoKtines of divells,' worſhipping 
and. divifynighis ancircumciſed-traine'6t 
Cefars, who tad granted unto Antichriſt 
fach power ihcom rable'& ifconerolable 
jarifdiftion, Whichthe Spititanaromiſerh in 
tele words, Azd they adoredthe Dragonwhich 
gave power t0. tb Beaſt. 
And as tfievill there is no-meane, fo theſe 
children ofunbeliefe went on,and beſtowed 
like tities & maghificarionsu; on this"baſe 
and vile Anrithrift, who as the Prophet long 
agoe foretold us; by policie ſhould proſper, 
ad by peace deſtroy many, andftrike his a- 
dorers withſach- a ſpiritaatl drunkennefſe; 

chat they ſhould hot onely hang their gold, 

OY t their faichalfo upon him, and ROY be- 
| eeve 


————— 


1 "pv ws. Ye 


Vs. w- 
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leeve. that/this vile and deſpicable Antr- 
<hriſt, Delegate;x9-Romwlzs, and Deputie £0 
Cefary was Vicar tothe Lamb, and Succeſſor 
$A Petr, And:thus rejoycing over the error 
of gheirownefantaſie; ſhould with Pigmal;- 
ez admire anddote upon the idoll ot their 
owne caryingy and falling downe ſhould a- 
Apreand criewih that drunken King,Great 
rars than, @ Bell,and in thee ir no deceit : which 
.occaſioneth the Spirit (in deteſtarion of their 
madneſſe.) ro diſcloſe their ſhame, faying, 
eAnd they adored the Beaſt, aud ſaid, Who ts 
tike: unto the Be 
him 2. It 


Verle. 5; 4nd there was. given to.st a mouth, 


| _-' ſpeaking great things and blaſphemies, and 


power | was given tot to worke fortietws 
', moneths. 


Nd as the: Dragon did bequeath unto 
Antichriſt his throne and his power in 
ſolarge and ample manner, that his prieltly 


'key was in cattiog and killing fo like the 


Dragons ſword, thar ke tharis wiſe may ea- 
fily perceive one craftſman «made them 
both ; ſo. Satan the maſter and ſeducer of 
.them, both, endowed his-Antichriſt with 
'mottth and lips fo like his awne, that whofo 
heares him open,maytrucly lay, 92m jg” 
'l- ; £2 es 
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aft , or who may warre with 


— —  — — ——— A 


= 


Dan. 7. 
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kr habent labra lauce,, like lips like lettice, 
at which the Spirit poinreth, in ſaying, And 
therc was given tw it anonth;;, and proveth it 
by an argument drawne from = fruitof his 
lips, ſpeaking great thwgy an Lz{phens mics. 
Whereof the Prophet Daviel alſo inditeth 
him, forecelling that he ſhould open his e&- 
ecrable mouth,and ipeake words againſt the 
moſt High; of which preſumptuous: and 


| blaſphemous magniloquence the Hely 


Ghok arraigneth him more particularly in 


the v:rſe following. 


And the Prophet alſo further reporteth, 
that rimes aud lawes and great power ſhould bee 
given into bss band, for a time and times, and 


the dividing of a time ; butting and bounding | 


his ryrannous reigne & government with- 


' inthe ſelfeſame circle and period, as here 


the Spirir doth, by another like propheticall 
conſtruRion, ſaying, And power was given 
Knto it to w0: ke forty two moneths, f 


Verſe 6. And hee opened his mouth unto Blaſe 
phemie againſt God,to blaſpheme bis n-me,@ 
tabernacle,and thoſe which 4well in heaven, 


N diſcovering the blaſphemous mouth! of 
Antichriſt, the holy Ghoſt doth firſt and 
principally challenge him for preſumingto 


lay 


4 
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lay hand upon hisdiyine & ſpiritual ſword, 
and to weare thenameand title of Vicar to 
the Lambe, which title, name, and honour is 
onely due to the Spirit of the Lamb, the on- 
ly moderator, comforter, and commander 
of all the Lambs affaires &Hforces in heaven 
and in earth : andof rhis principall blaſphe- 
| miethe Apoſtle comdemneth him,in ſaymg, 
|| And hbeeopenedbis month unto blaſpemy againſt 
God, 

Next, the Lord challengeth him forpre- 
ſaming to blaſpheme the word of God, ſu- 
peradyancing his whorith Church above 
the divine erernall reſtimenie, in and by 
which the Son of God is named and known; 

| which contumely offered to his moſt holy 
| word, the Lord acconnreth as done to 
himſelfe and his moſt holy name; for ſo 
the holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of that Lord thar 
is fairhfull and true, who who with ju- 


44.4... 224 £3. ae EE oc. ood 


ſtice judgeth and fighteth, faith, that 


hee was cloathed with a garment ſprinkled 
. | with blood, and his name is called, The Word of 
6 God. The pourrraiture of which divine and 
” | efſentiall Word, is the ingraven Scripture 
| | of his moſt holy and written word, and of 

this blaſphemie the Spirit inditech him in 
»f | rheſe words, to blaſpheme. his name. Leſle 
d | mar vell then if like araging flood, downe 
o | bearing all before him, and overflowing all 


—— - 


y bankes 
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j bankss of abedience rowards God, hee dare 
i extoll his curſed head above all rhatis called 
or named God, that. is ro {ay, all magiſtra- 
cie, authoritieand powerſecular, which by 
Gods owne ordinance and commandement; 

1 is the onely true, lively & immediace repre- 

} ſentation of his own perlon, juſticeand go- 

vernement here onearth, in & oyer all tem- 

porall cauſes and perſons, .as well Eccleſia- 
ſticall as civill, of which bigh rreaion one 

Apoſtlealſo convincerth him, ; 2 Theſl, 2. 
| No marvell rhen, it thus daring ro blaſ- 

pheme the Lord of the houſe and his annoin- 

red D.puries, hee dare blaſpheme the houe 
of God, wherein his name 1s, honored, cur- 
ſing,rev}ling and reputing ita houſepf ſchi{- 

matiques , heretiques , excommunicates; þ 

which blaſphemous & undeferved wrong, | 

the holy Ghoſt layeth ro his charge, in theſe 
words, and b1s tabernacle. 

And Jaft of all, ro ſhew that there is nej- 
ther end nor meaſure in his blacke,preſainp- | 
tuous agd blaſphemous mouth, the Spirit 

further chargeth him with blaſpheming the 
Saints and ſervants of God deceafed,curſing, 
revilipg and condemping their. dof&rine,and 
yet bleſſing, adoring and ere. ng their ſha; 
dowes, ſepu'chers and ſbrines,: for:media- 

tors,interceflors and.reconciliatorsberween 
Godand. the fwiner;; like: their. curſed: fore 


| clders 


ba Are nan *,y—" 


. 
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x1:j . Chap. of the Revelation. #5 
elders the Lraclites, who rin 
ſcent of their Fattier Abrabarr;and 
Phemed che fairhof Abraham np Goda .of 
which blaſphemous and indicible tahturne- 


| lyagainſ LeSciur God ahd his moſt holy 


Spirit, the Apoſtle condemneth him;fayins, 
eAnd thoſe that awell; Fa Penn 


WY Os 9g \45 fi 
Verſe 7. fad 3 was given unto bins #0'miake 
battell with the Saints aud toovercome them; 


and power was given him npgnt every people, 


tri i ton "gue, and nation. 
Nd as after lightning Lower FRY 
{ od ſo after Antichriſts ble{phemic 
tolloweth his perſccution;: as the Spirit te- 
{iyfeth, ſaying, 4zd it war given him to bid 
| bajtell tothe &aints; which the Prophet Da- 
__nie}by-way of expoſition alfo vhaly ſerreth 
forth, ſaying, that hee ſhawld 'murther and i c010- 
[ume the Saints [and fervants of the moſt H ich, 
and withths eunfed: Phali ſtinsfhogd wake bis 
foſtimale of S amions affiabbions, WN Wits 
-And in further-amp Iicirtan of this his 
carpificiqus ſariqzthe Spirit fetteth forth the 
Lirpencfe, ofhis charter and cominiſfion, by 
anexceſlive Joquurion; torerelling' us Ft 
ic ſhopld be-lo largeand general, rhar the 
firaot his prophane and ſycophairicall keys 
ſhonid: take koldupon every nation'& tribe; 


as 


i 
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as if wee plcaſe to caſt an eye upon the time 
paſt ,& conferre what he had,\with what he 
hach,we ſhall eafily diſcerne the meaning of 
the holy Ghoſt intheſe words, eL:d power 
and given bim upou every Tribe, people, tongue, 


Verſe $. And all that inhabst the earth ado- 
 redgt.y whoſe names bee not written i the 
booke of life, of the Lamb which was ſlaine 
fromthe beginning of the world, 


| 


He holy Ghoſt having in the former 
/part of this. Chapter diſcovered the 
birth, place, perſon, power, blaſphemie and 
perſecurion of ;Antichriſt, deſcenderh now 
ro the deſcription of his creatures and devo- 
taries, foretelling us that they ſhould bee 
ſu. honely (for unto ſuch onely the particle 
all 1s here reſtrained ) as have their portion 
and intereſt in this life, whoſe pietie, heaven, 
hope and glory is here, :andnotelſewhere ; 
which kind of out andovercaſt Chriſtians, 
the Spirit defcribeth by:a:periphraſis moſt 
_ proper to their naturall indink; ed diſpoſi- 
tion, ſaying, they are thoſe that snhabit"the 
earth, thereindiſcoveringi them as by a diffe- 
rence divifive.from ſach:as are the Lords 
pilgrims and ftravgers on earth, having here 
no permanent abode or place bt reſt, _ 
ing 
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king the things which are above, attended 
with patience the revelation of a life and 
citie to come, not made wirh hands, where 
their Lord and their Redeemer liver. 

And the Spiric proceeding ſhewerh fur- 
ther, the ſupreme, hidden and unperceivable 
reaſon why the adorers of Antichriſt thus 
defiled the ornaments of their calling, and 
why they loved lyes morethen oth , the 
Beaſts penance more then Gods repenrance, 
the Bcaſts beliefe more then faith cowards 
God; the Beaſts miſerable merics, more then 
the fruics of che Spirit, hatred of finne and 
love of God, becauſe ( as holy D#vid ſaith) 
tbey were not found im the Lords rceord, nor writ- 
rex withtherighteour : for ſo much the Spiric 
unfoldeth, ſaying, whoſe names be wort writ- 
ren in the booke of life, of the Lamh which was 
ſlaine from the beginning of the world, + 


Verſe 9g, If any min have an eare, let him 


heare, ; q | 

-THc Apoſtle having ſufficiently detiphe- 
"Fra bite ature a cariage of Antichriſt 
and his creatures, commeth now to:diſco- 
ver his reward andjudgement,' which how- 
ſoever it tarry little or long, -is'of Heceflity 
the reward of finne;- But befure the'Spirir 
drawerh out his (word, it pleafeth/himin 
h1s 


_ — OO ——_— - = : 


TO , An Expoſition of the. 


his accuſtomed mercis ro awake hjs Church 
and her enomjes,: and:to moye them to a 
feare- and reverent-attention, by a generall 
ſummWs, proclamipg, 1f any man bave an 
eare, rt bim heore; - * 31. 


Verſe nel. Hee that ſorall leade int0 crptivity, 
goethninio captivity and he that ſhall kg/lwith 
the ſword, miſt be ytled with the (word ; bere 


is the patience and the faith of the Saints, © 


-x* He holy Ghoft in this verſe calleth An- 
tichrift tothe Barre, and ſetshim be- 
fore: the world, for the very bes, on whom 
the wrach of God and his heavie diſpleaſure 
is tobe executed.. :For hee, who under co- 
lous and pretence of weeding out. and roo- 
ting up of heretiques, hath brought into the 
Church captivity; inquifitions, tortures and 
rorments, to the horrible murther and 
flaughterof the Saints , when in ſuch caſes 
( notwithſtanding ) hee had neither precept 
nor example in the life of the Lambor his 
Apolttes fo ro doe hee, even' bee; faiththe 
Lord; isthat partie; againſt whom this juſt 
judgemeur of taliationis laid up in ſtore to 
beexecuted upon himin that' day, whenthe 
Lord" fhatl bring)'againe the captivity of 
hisChuvch, whichHor their fins he hath gt- 
ven upto the ſwardand furic of che Reaft, 


untill 


. 
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* untill ſhee have bornt che burthen of her 
| ſhame; andi(! as the Prophet faith.) renewed Sz<.35. 
her beauty by: her forrowes, and her:glory' 
by hep perſecuttonsz andthen;ſhall be talfil- 
led rharwhich-was ſpoken bythe Prophet, 
Woe to theetbat [poyleaſt and weſt not ſpryhed x; 
| and didfÞucate wickedly; | when they did \nor £12 33- 
 mwichedlyagamiſiabee:: for when thog ſhalt ceaſe 
| to ſpoyle,rhox/halt be ſpoyled 5 'and when thy fuu 
! 5riended; thyw ſhalt be rewarded ; as here alſo 
che'Spirirdenvunceth, conteſting thar God 
ſhall ſconsggehim withhisown inventions; 
| andrepay him home in his owne coine, ſay- 
inp;" He chu» all leade into \capthvitie” ſhall goe 
mo Captivitywnd be that fb abkill, hall be kilted. 
And iin\conſfolation of che Spouſe, 'con- 
 cludeth, that howſoever Antichriſt and his 
Delegates foolifhly thonght; -by atfliaing 
che-Chirchy:2o:deſtroyizhe Church, yet 
her affliions confiſterh. the 'very* ftrengeh 
and approbarion of her children; for by the 
things they ſaiſfer,,' they Tearne- obedience, iS 
and throuphypatience their faith isconſerra- 
red, by the 'which they. are! perfe&ted and 
made inheritabJe ofthepromiſc of God :all' 
which mercie ahd favour is commended un-' 


4 _ a , _ 
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to them underth&hand & ſcaleof afliftions, 1 
by which their mad and drankenadverſarics [ 
thoughr roconfumerhieny;; arid like fooles 8 
did not conſider that as: the workmandorh [ 
y ſquare | 
EY 251d 8) / 


- / | . 
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ſquare the ſtone by ſtrokes, andas the ſnake 
{ doth caſt his old skinne by paſſing through 
| ſharpe ſtones,, ſo the Lord dothrenew his 
| Spouſe by ſtripes, and bruſheth off her old 
1 affefions by paſſing her through the aſperi- 
. tie of tribulation ; which huly and hidden 
confideration, cauſeth the Spirit to honour 
the ſufferings of the Saints ſo highly, as ro 
aſcribe unto them the chiefeſt ſtayes and ſup- 
; portations. of their precious hope and cal- 
Y ling, namely, patience and faith, ſaying, here 
5 the pa:tence and faith of the 8 aints, 7] 


p Verſe 11. eAnd1 ſaw another Beaſt comming 
: rp from the earth, and be bad two hornes like 
the Lamb, but he ſpake like the Dragon, 


nn holy Ghoſt in the. verſe foregoing, 
- having pronounced ſentence of death 
againſt Antichriſt, before hee comes to 
the execution thereof, deſcendeth ro the 
arraignmentand condemnation of, his Cler= 
j gie, that ſo they may becartedro the vallcy 
iz of Hinnom both together, whom the. Lord 
| here figureth under the name of the Beaſt, 
4 ſaying, And I ſaw another Beaſt; in 
| hending under the ſingular number of one 
Beaſt, by.a manner of ſpeech common to the 
i holy Scriptures, the whole corporationand 
| univerſitic of falſe and lying teachers, who 


- — 
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from the firſt Eremice, Hypocrice,. Father, 
Prieft, Monk, Fricr, tothe laſt nam ing & 
vagabond Ieſuite,have avouched the Ge 
_ adoration of Antichriſt, And is moſt 
aptly deciphered by their earthly, ſenſual!, 
and divelliſh minds, in pointing totheit 
countrey and place of extration , whence 
and where-ſuch-weedes doe grow, faying, 
come up fremtbe earth. And commendeth their 
making and acquaintance to us, by two ex«- 
quiſite tokens,the one their perſon, the other 
their DoRrine. Touching their ſhape and 
perſon, theSpirit ſaith, that it was in robe 
_ andexteriour appearance the very face and 
countenance of the Lamb,deckt & garniſhed 
with his ownetwo hornes, to wit, the law 
and the Gaſpel, wherewith the Lamb doth 
fave and kill; for ſothe Spirit ſtatth, And 
he bad ro hornes like the Lamb. 

- Bur as concerning the uſe and force of the 
hornes, the Spirit faith, they-were therein 
{o contrary'tothe Lamb, that when they did 
apen, either to teach the Law or preach the 
Goſpel, they ſpake and raughr like the Dra- 
gons Doors, and like the-Prieſts of Jupi-= 
rer,. teaching and preaching unto the chil- H 
drenofthe world, that they ought towor- ; 
ſhip the God of heaven, as the Dragons | 
Prieſts had-taught their fathers to worſhip | 
the gods of the heathen. Which dereſtable 

propha- 


-/ OL olueſng of. the. 
phanationofthe yorſhipof Gat , and A 


adovativi of a 
re hy,i0 be Rds md he es 


{ann} 4. - 
Vee 02, And alttly porntr of the jet tis 
- tris hs fight; Ly obey th and the 
. imhabitants thereor to advre the fiſt _— ; 
*i whoſe wonndef dtarh wuremrad, 


Y the power of che firſt Beaſt;/4s aibain 
che purpoſe and: ploc df rh, mn for 
che npholding and cftabliſhmenr of rheit 
falfe-and codleſſs religion; to the prophdrit- 
tiofiandextinaiouct there worſhip and 
ſervice of God »whichforafmuchas hecoutd 
noc! effeR'by' fotce and: 'open! \enthitit;,' x 
meane by che blg6dy'perſecttrions of his pts 
phane = Echnitok- S) he«did deviſe we) | 
puta new' firing to; hivold bow; 'and! to 
works it our; by aud "aid: *fallhood" of 
friends, and rhertt pen perfyadedthivEch- 
nioke Gefars, that inpolicie # was thebeſt 
roplay'Chriltiins; foraſnich as the world 
wasfow ſo given;as pier with all his idols 
ninſt needsgivepliteto C hriſt;becauſe moſt 

voycesg Went tharway. 

"Andthe berrerco britig'the myfiery 


of is 
wake paſſe, heeauſed higriew Chriftened 
ro: (Erup a rate of: Sycophanticall; 


high 


9 
* 
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high & princely Prieſts, who under colourof 


. prorefting the affaires of the Lambe, ſhould 
cunningly clap J«pizeys coat upon the Lambs 
back, and beſtow all the ceremonies & riru- 
als of ” piter & his idols upon Chriſt ;thar ſo 
by curning Tzpzers worfhip into Chriſtiani(c 
me, he mighr rurne the worſhip of God inzo 
Paz, .niſine & idolatry, and that ſo he might 
at the leaſt prophane and def-late the true 
worſhip of the true God, whole Majeſty and 
truth of deicie they could no way blemiſh. 
" And for rhe betrer ſucceſſe in this their 
proje&,ſhonld cauſe to be ereQed thraugh- 
out all kingdomes and nations, certaine 
Covenrs & {warmes of falſe, ungodly & pro 
ſtztured Clerks, who by avouching & main- 
taining againſt all comers, thac Antichrifts 
name 1s $7mmPeter;and that the ſupremacie 
his Ceſars & his Kings gave him, is the very 
keyes of heavenand hell, which the Lambe 
committed to the difffafation of his Saints 
and tervants ; and that thethrone and ſeate 
of wickedneſle, is Peters Chaire and Sea A» 
poſtolique ; and that the execrable forme 
of Tifiters worſhip, wherein his Lords and 
Cxfars delighted, is the very true worſhip 
and fervice of God, which the Lambe and 
his Apoſtles delivered. 
"And by theſe miſts, legerdemains, and 
mew editions of oldidolatry, ſhould cfta- 
| F bliſh 
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bliſhin the ſight of Antichriſt, the ſelfe ſame 


prophanation and deyout impiety which 
his antecefſors rhe Ceſars ſo ardeutly em- 
braced; for-ſo muchrthe Spirit rippeth up, 
I!) laying, Ard all the power of the firſt Beaſt be 
did in the ſight of eAntichriſt : and thereby 
ſo ſtrongly deluded and ſeduced the chil. 
dren of diſobedience (-moſt properly here, 
aselſewhere, deſcribed by the name of the 
earth and tbe inbabitants therein ) that they 
loathed the ſacriftces of the God of heaven, 
and refuſed ro worſhip as the Lord com- 
manded,and cho(e rather(asthe Spirit faith) 
to zdore the firſt Beaſt, that is to ſay,to wor- 
{hip the God of their fathers, as the Dragon 
commanded them, jult after the preſcription 
of his Cefars and manner of the heathen, 

And that we may the better diſcerne from 
whom thoſe Proftors of Don Antichriſt 
borrowed this their abominable Church- 
ſervice, the Spirit remembreth the repaired 
wound of their maſters creditors pate, men- 
rioned in the third verſe, whoſe wound of 
death was cured, 


Verſe 13. end bedid many ſignes, ſo that bee 
made fire to come downe from heaven to the 


earth, inthe ſight of men, 


Hz holy Ghoſt having arraigned and 
 "* condemned the Clergie- of Antichriſt 
Tt rouching 
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couching their dorine, proceederh further 
ro dere their abomination and forgerie, tn 
ſeeking to confirme their falſe doftrine by 
lying fignes and workes of wonder ; con- 
demning therein, firſt their vanitie; ſecond- 
ly their preſumption, For as nothing can be 
more vaine and ungod'y, then ro ſecke by 
lying ſignes and wonders to confirme the 
do@rine of the Lambe and his ſervants, 
which is all ſufficiently eltabliſhed by their 
owne magnificent and divine miracl-s, un- 
to which the Church of Godupon her al. 
legiance is enjoyned ro ſubſcribe : ſo no- 
thing can be more preſumprnaous and wick- 
_ ed, then to attempr by fignes and wonders 
the confirmation of anv other dodrine then 
that which the Lamb and his rwo witnefles 
have ſealed and delivered unto us,according 
to theſtatute of God, Deur. 13, 

And though rheir fignes were many, as 
the Spiric reporteth, ſaying, Aud be did ma=- 
ny ſignesz yet were they but forgeries and 
lies, not wroughtin truth anddignitie, but 
in falſhood and fallacie, as our Lord him- 


ſelfe ard his ſervant Paul foretold us, Mat. 


24. 2 Thef. 2, In which regard the holy 
Ghoſt ſquaring the miracles of rheſeexor- 
ciſts after the rul= of their do&rine, which 
was in ſhew the Lambs, but in truth the di- 
vels, calleth alſo their lying fignes,heaven- 
” *: "i 
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78 An Expoſition of the 
ly fires, ſaving, ſo that bee made fire to come 
downe from beaven to ihe earth, in the fight of 
men ; not that they Were 11 deed and intr uth 
ſo, but that they ſeemed fo to be in the eyes 
of men, becauſe they were wrougnt by theſe 
v ;gabond exurciſts,under a pretended & c0- 
ſourable imitation of the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, who ot all heavenly powers and fires 
15 the rrue Lord &ſoveraigne commander;ſo 
that theſe Clerks of Antichriſt might be ſu- 
table intheir wickedneſle, that as rheir.do- 
Arin was oppoſite to the truth of Chriſt, ſo 
their wonders might contrary the power of 
Chriſt, by a colourable imitation of the mi- 
racles of Chriſt, and might bee a true and 
perfect depravarion of the ſame. 


Verſe 14. And he ſeduced the inhabitants on 
the earth, through tbe ſiznes which were goven 
him to doe inthe ſight of the Beaſt, ſaying un- 
:o them that dwellonthe earth,tbat they ſhould 
make the image of the Beaſt which bad the 
 firoke of theſword and lgveth, 


3A Nd the Spirit further diſcloſing tlie 
.4 3 happic {uccefſe of theſe unhappie bro- 
kers and (laves of Antichriſt touching their 
maſts and miracles, forece{leth us, rhat as 
che farſt Eltasr by the miracles of heavenly 
fire aid induce and draw the good aye the 

carc 
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* feare of God, ſo theſe impoſters of Anti- 
chriſt,by the lure of their talle & lying fires, 
ſhonld ſeduce and draw all dung-hill and 
earthly minded men from the feare of God, 
in ſuch ſare and devoted ſort, as that they 
ſhould perſwade them to make thepiRare 
and image of the Beaſts religion, and toem- 
brace & ere& ſach a Chciltianiſine,as ſhould 
in all points counterfelt and repreſent the 
Paganiime of the Dragon, artiring and 
deckin g Jupuers prophanation with the ho» 
ly and honorable names of God, Jeſus, Spi- 
Tit, Scriptures, Church, S:cram-nts, Saints, 
&c, like excellent Comeoians who decke 
th:mſelves with Crowns, Scepters, purples, 
and repreſentations of Kings, when as in- 
| deede they are but the idleſt and baſeſt of the 
people. And as the Lord tommanded his fer- 
vant Zoſes to erc& ſucha tabernacle of 1wit- 
neſſe here on earth, 1s ſhouldbe in all poinrs 
after the Idea, modell and platfurme of thar 
divine & ecernal Tabernacle which he ſaw in 
che mount : ſo Antichriſt (Lord of miſcule ) 
commanded his propudiousClergie to cauſe 
al people. n:tions & kingdoms to ſetup ſuch 
a Chriſtianity as ſhould in all points anſwer 
che Id-a,model & platform of that prophanz 
and execrable heatheniſme wherewith he 
faw the G:ntiles enamoured; and hereby ſo 
fttronglyſeduced the invabitants on earth, 


i. 
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that they verily thuughr the myſterie of Ini- 

quitis tobe pure and undcefiled Chriſtianity, 
and thar rhe abomi-ation of deſolation , 
foreſ»oken by D ante! the Prophet,is the on- 
ly true, ancien”, Catholique and Apoſto- 
lique religion ; reac! ing them that periſh 
by Fonfrnting unto lies, thar they ought ro 
>rihip God as the Gentiles did worſhip 
Tahercel - per{wading them thac as the Gen- 
les h 1d their cAre,ſo Chriſtians muſt have 
their Alcars; and 3s the heathen nad their 
bloody izcrifice;, ſo Chriſtians muſt have 
their unbloody Gerifices,, and offer bread 
and w1n2 to God, as the heathen did ro Ceres 
and Bcc; ancas the Pagans had their 
Pontifex maximus {o Chriſtians muſt have 
their Pope ; and as E:hnicks had their $4- 
eerdotcs lo muſt Chriſtians hive their Prieſts; 
and as tne G:n:iJes had their gods and god- 
deſſes, fo mult Criſtians have their he Saints 
and (hee ſaints ; and as the Dragon had his 
Pantheon, fo Antichriſt muſt have his All= 
Saints ; and as the heathen had their idols, 
{o Chriſtans muſt have their images; and as 
the Pagans did con{tecrate their Temples to 
Idols.ſo Chriſtzans mult cedicate their Chur- 
ch-s to Saints; and asthe Ethnicks had their 
ſupplications, ſo Chriſtians muſt have their 
proceſſions, and as the Gentiles had their 
Juſtrations,ſo© hriſtians muſt have their ho- 
ly 
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ly water ; andasthe Dragon in his Church- 
ſervice had his Cerei, 1o Antichriſt in his 
Church-ſervice muſt have candles; and as 
the Dragon had his eAcerre or T bxribles, ſo 
Antichriſt muſt have his Cenſors; and as 
the Dragon had his Novendiall facrifices,{o 


muſt Antichriſt have his Maſſes of Requiem; 


and as the Dragon had his Hecatombes, ſo 
Antichriſt muſt have his Trentals; ard as 
the Dragon had his Colledges Sodz/irmand 
Arvalium fratrum, (o muſt Antichriſt have 
his Cloiſters of Monks and Friers ; and as 
the Dragon had his Veſtals, ſo Ancichriſt 
muſt have his Nunnes and San&imonials ; 
and as the Dragon did celebrate the birth- 
dayes of bis Ceſzrs, fo Antichriſt muſt ſolem- 
n1z2 the nativirie of his Saints ; and as the 
Dragon had his Annals, ſo muſt Antichriſt 
l:avehis Legends; and as the Dragon had his 
{ſecular Spe&acles, ſo Antichriſt mult have 
his Jubilees; and as th: Dragon had his Bac- 
chanals, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his Carni- 
vals; and as the Dragon had his Lupana« 
| ries, fo maſt Antichriſt have his Srewes ; 
and as the Dragon had his.inchanters,ſo An- 
tichriſt muſthave his exorcilts,z and as the 
Dragon had his A/y/a,ſo Antichriſt muſt have 
his SanAuaries; and as the Dragon had his 
Exequies and Parentals, ſo Antichriſt muſt 
have his Dirges and his de profundzs; and 

as 


« 


32 An Expoſition of the 


- as the Dragon had his comsr54 centuriata, fo 
Antichriſt muſt have his Councels cecume- 
nicall; and as the Beaſt had his c-m96:24 curi- 
ata, fo Antichriſt muſt have his Councels 
provinciall , and as the Dragon did divifie 
his Ceſars, ſo muſt Antichriſt canonize his 
Saints; and as the Dragon enatted civil 
lawes,fo Antichriſt muſt ena&t Canon lawes; 
and as the Dragon had his Imperiall re- 
ſcriprs, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his Decretal 
Epiſtles ; andasche Dragon his Tribunitial 
intercc{þ ns, ſo Antichriſt muſt have his 
uncontrollable interdiftions ; and as the 
Dragon had and uſed his preſcriptions, ſo 
Antichriſt muſt have and uſe his excommu- | 
pications; and asthat Beaſt commanded his | 
heathento pleaſe their goddefle 7uno with | 

 canevora libens, (0 this Peaſt commanded 
Chriſtians to pleaſe their God with vowes ; 
and as the Dragon had his Triceps Hecate, (o | 
Antichriſt wuſt have histripie tara, ro ſigni. | 
fic hi: triple pretended juriſdiction; and as | 
the Dragon had his Hexapborox, ſo muſt An- 
tichriſt be carried up and downe.; briefly, as | 
che Dragons Prieſts did teach the heathen to» 
worſhip Toiter as God, ſo Antichriſts 
Clerfic muſt reach thejr Chriſtians to wor- 
ſhipGod as Jupiter, and lvoke what forme 
of religion, what maner of life the Dragon 
led, the fave muſt Antichriſt in his perſon 
Para'lcl and 


maintaine. And 
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Andto the end we may undoubredly dif- 
cerne whatand of whoſe image the Apoſtle 
fpeaketh, the Spirit remembreth nowrhe 
third time his recured wound, which here 
ſpeaking more plainly out, hee calleth the 
ſtroke of a ſword 3 not thar tr-was the onely 
ſtroke,(for matly ſwords did pierce the Dra- 
gon, as his had pierced' many) butrhe firft 
ſtroke of a ſword,which fromthe beginning 
andrifing of the Dragons Empire and reg1- 
menr by Cefars, did remeaſorethe fory of 
che ſword upon his owne head and chaire 
of ſtare, as the Spirit noterh, ſaying, Which 
had the ſtroke of the ſword, and hrweth, Ter 


Verſe 15. And 1t was given t0 him 10 gro? 
ſpirit to the image of the Beaſt, and that the 
image of the Beaft ſhould ſpeake, and ſhould 
_ that whoſoever honored not the ins: ge 
of the Beaſt be ſlaine, woo 

A Nd fuch art and perſwaſible power was 

given to thoſe inchanters and apoſtates 
of Antichriſt, tYarrhey infuſed ſuchaquick- 
ning ſpirit, ſuch a lite, giving animation in- 
to the Erhnicke dead and deſolate image of 
the Dragons religion, by gilding 'ir over 
with the reverend, divine and honorabl- 
names of God emnipotent, ChriitI: ſus the 
righreous, his holy Spirit,his precious blood, 

his facred word, his bleſſed Sacraments, &c. 

that 
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that they ecalily perſwaded the blear.eyed 
world to thinke and beleeve, that the exe- 
crable forme and image of Jupiter: abomi= 
pation , commanded by the Dragonand his 
Ceſars, was the very true worſhipand ſer- 
vice of God, commandedby the Lamb and 
hisſervaurs; and that the pitare of Jupiter 
Olympins which their Lord Epriphanes had 
ſetup and placed in Sav@Fum Santtorum,was 
the very Arke and propitiatory of God, ſet 
up and ereted by Hoſes his {ervant; and 
their abominable myſticall Maſſe, the facri- 
fice of an unbloody Meſlias, made of bread 
of their qwne baking ( which their fathers 
1 the Patriarks, Prophets and Apoſtles never 
| heard nor dreamed of) is a ſacrifice not Eu- 
chariſticall, but propiciatory,and ſo al-ſufh- 
cient for the atonement andreconciliation 
of God nn:o the finner, as if it were figured 
and ſcaled in the precious blood of the Lord 
of the covenant ; and that the horrible pro- 
phane and deteſtable ſupper of T hyeſtes, 1s 
the very true, holy and comfortable com- 
memorarion of the Lards love in giving his 
life for che children of rhe Church, and their 
thankfull communion and celebration of the 

ſame. | 
Andbytheſe and ſuch likeinchantments, 
theſe Protors of \ Antichriſt ſo baffled and 
blinded the Princes and Protefors of their 
ſynagogues, 
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ſynagogues, that they inzealed them to au- 
thorize and ere& inquiftions, executions, 
and torments againſt all ſuch as refuſe tq 
honour and adore the 1dol-{ervice and deio- 
lation of their Antzochus ; and that all ſuch 
as do but mutter againſt the magnificence of 
. their Church and her worſhip, which all the 
world adoreth, ſhould be accounted as infe- 
lix Lolium, weeds, Lcllards, heretiques, 
e£xcommunicates, and ſonnes of death, to the 
admirable confirmation of the Spirits pre- 
diction in this place, ſaying, that 2 was gi- 
ven to him te give ſuch ſpirit to theimage of the 


Beaſt, that the image of the Beaſt ſhould ſpeak , 


and mike that whoſoever honored not the image 


of the Beaſt, be flatve. 


Verle 16, Ard he ſhould make all, little and 
great, rich axd jpoore, free and bond, to have 
acbaratter in their right hand,or on thery fore= 


heads. 
ANd the power of theſe proſtibulous 


Clerks was ſucatholique and univerſall,.- 


that they cauſed all kingdomes and nations 
( figured here by a numeration of their e- 
ſtares, conditions and callings, little, great, 
rich, poore, bond, free, ) to confederate and u- 
nite themſelves by a reſolute and determi- 
nate purpoſe of beleeving and living after 


the 
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the lawes and preſcriptions of Antichriſt ; 
which league of voluntary and reſolure ſub- 
je&ion, the Spirit calleth the charaGer of the 
Beaſt: for asunity andlovein truth, and a 
reſolved purpoſe to live after the com- 
mandements of God, is the chara&er and 
cogniſance of the Lamb ; ſounirie, conſpira- 
cion aid banding againſt the truth, with re- 
ſolucion to live after the traditions of Anti- 
chriſt, is rhe creſt and charaQter'ofrthe Beait, 
Which protefiion of obedience was ſo ſtu- 
dionſly embraced, and with ſuch joy recci- 
vedofall the clients and creatures of Anti- 
chriſt, that the Spirit ſaith, theydidnolefſe 
pride themſelves in their errors and abomi- 
nations, then in the wearing of theirbrace- 
lets and abillements,delivcrin g ic in manner 
of ſpeech uſuall with holy Scriprare, when 
it intendethro expreſſe an ardentand heartic 
affeAtion approved borh by wordand a@i- 
on, by praGtiſe and profeſlion, as Deur, 6. 8, 
and 1 1. 18, where the holy Ghoſt uleth the 
ſelfefame phraſe, in their right hand or on 
their forehgads, 


Verſe 17. And that noman m:y buy or fell but 
he that bath the CharaFer or the 11me of the 
Beaſt, or the number of 15 names 


x11i.( hap. of the Revelation, $7 
Nd in further progte that Anrichriſt 
"A avd. his apoſtaricill Clergie ſhoald 
drive (4 he naile of their unpiety home to the 
very head, rhe Spirir ſaith, that by them and 
meanes of their aurhority, it ſhould bee en- 
acted, that none ſbqouldcrade or live ( forſo 


much the inhibition of buying and ſelling - 


doth inferre.)ibur ſnch as acknowledge and 
adore the prerogative rayall, reljgion and 
diſcipline-of- the Beaſt and his holy Catho- 
lique Church(for ſo by a fignracive kind of 
| blatphemie ſhe'muſt bee called ) as is confir- 
med by Antichriſt himſelfe, then named 
AMairiin the fiit, inhis Bull dire&ed to rhe 
| Inquilitors oi hereticall pravitie ( forſo ic 
pleaſeth him to rerme tne profefſionof the 
truth) nec domigslia babeant, wee larem fove= 
ant, nes cortrattus ineant, nec negotiatianes & 
mercaturas exerccant, nec bumanitatis ſolatis 
cum (brifts.fadelibus babeant, cc, All which 
their domineering, rage or madnes,the ho- 
ly Ghoſt by way of previſion moſt admira- 
bly epicomizeth in theſe words, e-frd that 
0 man may buy or ſell, (no one excepred our 
of the King of Babylons decree) fave thoſe 
anely that.carry his figoing and fleſh-mark 
in their hands or hearts, as beaſts dos in 
their tells, meaning ſuch as under or above- 
boord, rrivately or in publique, areobſti- 
nately and reſolutely devoted to live and die 


as 
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as the Beaſt commandeth , which the Spiric 
unfoldeth in ſaying, but bee that hath the cha- 
rafter, or are otherwiſe alliedas it were by 
way of cognomination unto Antichriſt or 
his Church Catholique, and are hereafter 
cleped Papiſts or Catholiques, revealcdin 
theſewords, or the name of the Beaſt ; orlaſt 
of all are found ro adore within the very 
verge or liſts of his reigne and Empire Pon- 
tificiall, here burted and bounded within the 
circle and comprehenſion of theſe words, or 
tbe number of bis namse,of which morear large 
in the verſe following. 


Verſe 18. Here is wiſedome; be that hath un- 
derſtanding, let him count the number of the 
Beaſt , for it ss the number of a man, and bus 


number 145 ſix bundred ſixtie fix, 


He holy Ghoſt intending to reveale in 
this verſe the ſecret counſell and pur- 
poſe of God concerning the period and fi- 
nall end of Antichriſt and his Charch-domi- 
nion, prepareth his Reader to attention by 
alitcle ſhorr pretace,intimating that it 1s the 
diſcovery ofa myſtery and point of highun- 
d-ritanding ,faying, here zs wiſedome , wherin 
leſt weſhould over-raſhly judge (as many 
have done )) the Spirit maketh choiſe of his 
auditors, andadderh for a barre, not he that 
will 
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will bur he that can and hath underſtanding, 
lethimaudire and count:the number of the 
Beaſt; Hee that hath under ſtanding , let bins 
count the number of the BeaSi,; whom leſt wee 
ſhould imagine to be a ſpirit or other crea- 
ture of ſtrange ſhape ( as ſome have vainely 
phantaſed ) the Spirir calleth him a mar, 
ſaying, for it # thenumber of a man, compre- 
hending by a Synecdoche under the word 
man, 4 ſucceſſive ftate and kingdome of men, 
after the ſpeaking and ſtile of the Prophers: 
for ſothe Lord informed his ſervant Moſer pg, ve 
ro ſpeake, Let my ſore goe, that is, let my * 
people of Iſrael depart; and fo in Damel, Dan. 7. 
under the formeand name of foure ſingular 
Beaſts, are deſigned foure ſeverall Monar- Dan. 8. 
chies, moſt ofthem containing along ſucceſ- 
ſion of many Monarchies, T he Ramme which 
thor ſaweſt are the Kings of the Medes aud 
Perſi.ms ; after which manner of ſpeaking, 
the Spirit ſpeaketh alſo in this place,and un- 
der the name of a maz preſenceth unto us the 
whole race and ſucceſſion of men of ſinne, 
whoſe totall ſumme is one Antichriſt, the 
bounds and limits of whoſe dominion and 
tyranny, the holy Ghoſt impalerh within 
the ctrcuit of acertaine ſure prefixed period 
and determinate number of yeares, ſaying, 
and the number of him ix ſixe bundred fixtie ſix. 
W herein many, as well ancient as late wri- 
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ters (as in thereR) they have yainely imagi- 
ned, - that Antichriſt 25 one fingular perſon , 
which muſt ſodainly ſtartup,and after three 
civill yeares and a halfe depart againe; and 
thache mutt bee by birth a Iew,; and of rhe 
Tribe of Dar, whennotwithftanding thoſe 
curſed (catrerbags have neither Tribe nor 
ſhadow of Tribe left amongſt them ; and 
chat he muſt reigne in Ieruſalem, of which 
Citie and Temple; rhere is not any one ſtone 
left upon anocher ; and that he muſt kill Z- 
noch and Elias, who are to appeare about the 
Kalends of Greece; with divers otherſuch 
legendary phantalies, never meant nor ſcene 
from God: ſo in this poinr alſo concerning 
the number of Antichriſt,they have given up 
an account ſo farce from the audire of rruch, 
asnothing can be more. And as'men”thar 
rhought ir worththe labour ro finde a knot 
inaruſh, ſo by a conceited framing and ana- 
gramming of lerrers, they have endeavored 
tro fin4 our ſuch a name as by chara&ers might 
expreſs the number 666; and wicha?l might 
fomerhing ſquare either with che name, na- 
ture,blaſphemie.,or reſidence of the Biſhops 
of Romegas aa476v@;, nip, deveus for cprouns, 
AAGATTETIS, EXXANOIE ITHAING, (A METS, APTHILOSy Re- 
miith A doniham, filtns perditions, Ofc, where- 
unto alſo may-bee added rhe conjeRures of 
1:hnWickliffe, Tobn Bale, Francis Iunins, men 
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otherwiſe of good and worthy memory in j 
the Church of God ; asallo the conjeRures [i 
of others as worthy and .honorableas they, |} 
that have referred the number of 666.te the 
time of Antichriſts revealing and yeare of 
riſing, when notwithſtanding it is a ſtrange 
voyce, andinut knowne to the eares-of the 
Scriptures, for.the word zumber to beeuled 
forthe beginnivg and riſing of any terme of 

| pie ahi x predided by the Prophets, 
conely forthe end, period, and determi- 

nation thereof, | 

Butifit were lawtfull to ſmile in ſo grave 

an inquiſttion , - amongſt all phantaſtical] 

| charmes and cabaliſticall conjecturesupon 
| this ward number, there is none more ridicu- 
lans then thatwhich-moft pleaſeth our Rhe- 
toricall Rhemiſts, whoby a rare ſupputati- 
on of chara&ers, have as roundly found out 
the Beaſts number, asthe Sodomites did the 
doores of Loz, in the name Luderus, which 
in the Almain tongue is the name of Znther: 
and although weeare ſure, they cannor {o 
muchas think upon the poore Frier Luther, 
but for very feare they ſtinke all the world 
over; yet this device fo tickleth the Clergie 
of Antichrſ, that they pretend to laugh tor 
Joy. But as for their prefixed time of three 
raturall or civill yeares and a halfe ( which 


they allot to the reigne and rage of cheir 
G Ant1- 
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Antichriſt )) itdoth ſoumevenly ſquare with ' 
Luther or Lutherans continuance, that theſe | 
miſerable Sardonians are faine to eate their 
word, and to endure the fooliſh world ro 
laugh at them, whiles as dy ing they faine 
would ſeeme to laugh at it. Butrto leave 
theſe curſed leaders of the curſed blind, and 
returne againe to thoſe thathave thoughr 
to calculate and find our the myſtery of An- 
tichriſts number 666 in a word, ata word 
we ſay they are deceived & erre, not know- 
ing the power and conftruftion of the Scrip- | 
rure. 

For firſt, by the wordname, delivered in the 
former verſe, in theſe words, or the number of | 


his name, is meant the very exiſtence and | 
| 
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perſon of the man of finne,by a proprietie'of 

ſpeech common to holy Scriptures, as As 
I. 15. Apoc. 3.4-and 11.13. where (by an | 
Hebraiſme) names tgnifie mer,, and are con- 
verted with the parties and perſons them- | 
{clves, as the name of God in holy Scripture / 
is often taken for God himſelfe : and there- | 
fore as in the former verſethe Scripture cal- | 
leth it the nambey of his name, 10 in this verſe 
he calleth it the namber of a man, underſtand- | 
ing by 4 tan (as1s afore ſaid} the totall ſum 
of that ſucceſſion of beaftly men, which 
make and conſtiture the exiſtence and'per+ 
ſon of one Antichriſt ; and by the word 
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number, is meant the fatall end and finall de- 

termination of their reigne & government : 
' for ſothefinger of God ſpeakerh to Bulta- 
ſar, God bath - "Hee thy Kingdome, that is, 
God hath ended and finiſhed the days of thy 
Kingdome : ſo that the number of bis ume, or 
the number of the man, is nothing elſe bur the 
period and finall determination of che ufur- 
ped tyrannie and domination of Antichriſt ; 
which the Lamb the Lord and preſerver of 
Iſrael, for the gloy of his name, conſolation 
of the Church, & confuſion of her toes, with 
a mighty and quiſtcerched arme ſhall bring 
to paſle in the yeare which ſhall bz 665. 

For foraſmuch as the egge of Artichriſtia- 
nifſme was laid 1n the dayes of Innocent the 
firſt, ſucceſſor to Anaſtaf fares the firſtallo of 
that name, inthe yeare of ſalvation 406, as 
is before declared; and that by expreile com- 
miſlion there was furthermore granted to 
the Beaſt, his heires and ſucceſſors 1 260, 

yeares, for the hatching, foſtering and per- 
betting this child of perdition and myſtery of 
iniquity, which beirig added to 406, by rule 

| cftrus audite muſt nzeds verifie this admi- 
| rable judgement, which the Spirit of God 
hath her= denounced and determined - to 
make good vpon him in the yeare which 
{hall bee 16656, In which accoun: and dif- 
covery of his end, the holy Ghoſt of purpoſe 
C2 lea- 
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94 | An Expoſition of the 
leaveth out the millenarie number, as not 


onely knowne penteRt and immutable ( tor 


that theſe vile and evill daics ſhall notex- 

ceed more thouſands then one ) bur as re- 

ſpeRing alſo the common uſeofall nations, 
F.{-Cal- 35 well Hebrewes as Gentiles, who 1n their 


ES” {tiles ( for brevitie ſake ) doe nolefſe ofren 


Sebajzan; {peake and write by the imperte& number, 

Munſtere, omitting the millenary, then after the per- 
fc& adding the millenary, as Munſter well 
obſerverh, And 1a that yeare my Lord of 
Rome ſhuiltlay downe his proud waves; and 
although hee fortifie never fo ſtrong, and 
lay his foundation as low as he11, and build 
bi. turrets as high as heaven, and place his 
Miter above the {tarres, yetin that day hee 
{hall 4ie the d-ath of the uncircumciſed,and 
periſh like the Amorite, whoſe fruit is de. 
ſtroyed trom aboye,and roote from bencath; 
and rhe mulcicude ot his offences ſhall con » 
ſume the multitude of his forces; and it 
ſhall be more poſſible for himand eaſteunto 
him to weigh the fire, or meaſure the wind, 
or call againe the day t that is paſt , or reco- 
ver the vera ofthe withered grafle, (as a 
holy one faith) then to avoid this counſel! 
and decree of his downfall here d:termined 
by the Spirit againſt him , ſayng, az the 
number of þim is 666. Andthen all kingdoms 
:nd people ſhall fre the ererniry of that © C- 
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rernall citie (as one of her owne calſeth it) 
and the immortality of her ſoule, meaning 
the {overaigne power and ſupremacie ofher 
Cefars and high Prieſts, to wither, die, and 
forſake the earth for ever : and as Babylon 
her mother left unto her the inhericance of 
her pride and prophanations, ſo ſhall ſhe al- 
ſo leave unto her the heritage of her death 
and judgements : for as her glory hath been 
great, fo ſhall herdiſhonour, when all her 
excellencie ſhall bee tranſlated into ſhame 
and forrow, 

Now therefore as King Baltaſhar cried a- 
loud when he ſaw the hand-writing againſt 
him, that they ſhonld bring the Chaldeans, 
Aſtrologians and Inchanters to reade and in - 
terpret; fo thou that once andlong before 
our dayes haſt beene deemed by lawes of all 
nations a power ſo ſoveraigne and holy, call 
now about thee rhy Councell and thy Cler- 
gie(who call themſelves Good men, learned 
and wiſe, whoſe onely grace is to love an- 
tiquitie, gravitie, wifdome and conſtancie) 
call them I fay,cloath chem with purple and 
chaine them with gold, yet ſball they not 
deliver thee from this judgement to come; 
but as the mill-ſtone which the mighty An- 
gell tooke and caſt into the ſea, which may 
not riſe and floate againe,with ſuch violence 
thou and tly Charch jn that houre ſhall bee 
thrown? 
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throwne downe, and ſhall be found no more, 
And all ſuch Kings on earth,-or rather 
Kings of earth, whole love thou haſt ſto- 
jen, to the loſe of their foulcs, that haye 
lived in drunkennefle, delights and wan- 
conneſſe with thee, ſhall weepe and waile 
for thee (as tor their firſt-borne ) when 
they ſhall ſee the {noike of thy tormenrs 
alcend , and the apples which thy ſoule 
Iuſted afrer, ro depart from thee , and 
no man to buy thy traſh and commodi- 
ties any more; for that God which jadg» 
eth thee is a ſtrong Lord , and thy deriſ1- 
on ſhall be the joy and Allelujah of Sion. 
But her faire and halcyon day may not 
long endure, before the Lord (that with 
Juſtice judgeth and fighteth ) ſhall come 
in the clouds of heaven , to render unto 
every man according to the wayes where- 
in his heart hath walkcd, as more dire&- 
ly is revealed in the 20. Chapter follow - 
ing. Bur as concerning the day and houre 
of rhe comming of that Lord , who tor 
the glory of his .name ſhall bring theſe 
things to paſſe, 1t is faſt ſealed up in the 
treaſurie of God, farre beyond the aime 
of all his ſervants in earth, or Angels in 
h-aven; and yet his beloved ſervant Da- 
2121 is bold in ſpirit, and layech downe 
the 
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the yeare to bee the five and fortieth yeare 
(according tv his Chaldaicall ſuppuration) 
after the conſumption and exterminati- 
on of Antichriſt, that it may bee fulfil- 
' led which was ſpoken by the Propher, Ve- 
| rity the Lord of hoaſts will doe nothing , but Ames 3, 7, 
| hee revealeth bis ſecrets unto his ſervants the 
Prophets. 
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Dan. 12.12,13. 

Bleſſed is he that waiteth and commeth zo the 
thouſand three hundred and five and thirtie 
dayes, 

' _ Butgothon thyway till the end be : for thou fhalt 
| reſt and ſtand up in thy lot ap the end of the 


0 dayes. 
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